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Easter Candle, 

2019 

 

Altar of Repose 

18th April 2019 

 

Running throughout the 50th 
Sevenoaks Summer Festival, the 
Exhibition in the Library will be 

a highly visual display of 
photographs and other artwork 

revealing the history of 
Sevenoaks through the medium 

of its heritage buildings, artefacts 
and open spaces.   

An accompanying book will be 

available from the 19th June. 
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Services: 
Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 
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c
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Vicar Fr Robin Jones 

fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Curate Fr Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@stjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Ashenden 
David-ashenden1@tiscali.co.uk 

832669 

Churchwarden Graham Davison 
graham.davison@btinternet.com 

885129 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer   

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 
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The Vicar writes… 
I hope, by now, all of you will 
have at least noticed the new 
statue of St Anne, Our Lady, 
and the child Jesus, located in 
the North Aisle.  This has been 
very kindly donated by David 
Edmeads in memory of 
Margaret.  
 
Margaret was a devoted 
pilgrim to The Shrine of Our 
Lady of Walsingham. Whilst 
that might have suggested Our 
Lady as a possibility, St John’s 
already has two statues of Our 
Lady. This led, via thought, 
conversation and prayer, to 
the possibility of St Anne.  
 
St John’s is very fortunate in 
that, whilst originally a ‘cheap 
Church’, to quote Pevsner, it 
has been fortunate to have a 
very high-quality interior.  The 
refurbishment between 1960 
and 1968 by Lawrence King 
and Faith Craft Workshop, 
replaced a Victorian / 
Edwardian interior, with 
fittings of great merit. The 
recent installation of five 

windows by Carolyn Benyon 
has continued this tradition of 
commissioning high quality 
pieces of teaching and 
devotional art.  
 
We were fortunate to engage 
the services of Alan Lamb.  
Alan is a carver of some 
repute, having worked for, and 
on, the National Trust, St 
George’s Windsor, the 
Corporation of London, and 
the Royal Barge Gloriana. He 
was head of Carving at City & 
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Guilds of London Art School 
for ten years.  He has also 
been involved in the 
commission and carving of a 
number of statues in other 
Churches.  
 
We sought the help of Alan 
Lamb to guide our thoughts on 
possible images of St Anne.  
He pointed to many medieval 
images which include the 
three figures of St Anne, Our 
Lady, and the Christ Child. 
These were taken as 
inspiration points.  
 
The image uses traditional 
iconography, not least with 
the three figures.  Our Lady, as 
traditional in such medieval 
images, is of a smaller scale 
than St Anne, and shown as a 
younger woman. She holds a 
book, representing her 
learning at her Mother’s knee. 
The figure of the Christ Child 
holds a golden apple, another 
traditional piece of 
iconography, indicative of St 
Irenaus’ writings of 
recapitulation (the concept 
that through one women, Eve, 

sin came into the world, but 
through Our Lady, and the 
birth of Christ it is removed). 
The figure of St Anne has the 
traditional white veil over her 
head, but is a softened image 
compared to some medieval 
images.  We were keen she did 
not look too stern, so the veil 
is moved back a little, and 
there is a gentler, more 
modern face.  There is more 
than a hint of the modern 
grandmother than perhaps the 
figures of a harsher medieval 
world. There are gentle 
references to Margaret: 
freesias were her favourite 
flower and are included on the 
robe of St Anne.  The tiny face 
of a rabbit can be seen poking 
from under her robe. Such 
personal references are, of 
course, typical in such 
commissions. 
 
The statue is carved in lime 
wood and then finished in 
paint. Inevitably, the colours 
look bright but will gently fade 

continued on page 7 
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Childhood error… 

‘John the Baptist was beheaded 

with the Axe of the Apostles.’ 
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in time. It has purposefully 
been finished in a canopy that 
fits the context of the rest of 
the building in style and 
colour. 
 
It is a place where prayer 
should be offered, intercession 
sought, and blessings 
encountered.  It is an object of 
teaching for children and 
young people, and a place 
where Christian teaching on 
the family, its challenges, 
difficulties and rewards may 
be focused.  It will obviously 
be a place of memorial but 

one which can speak, inspire 
and engage future 
generations.  
 
When you pass the statue why 
not pray for your family, alive 
and departed. Ask for 
guidance and protection for 
them. Spend some time 
looking and pray for the soul 
of Margaret. 

 

Fr Robin 

 

continued from page 5 
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As I write this we are within the 
Octave of Easter, the eight days 
of Eastertide which began on 
Easter Sunday.  Suddenly, after 
the long liturgical austerity of 
Lent, important dates within 
the Church’s Calendar rush 
towards us, including the 
Ascension of the Lord and 
Pentecost among them. 

The name Pentecost comes 
from a Greek word meaning 
fiftieth, which relates to the 
date on which the festival falls, 
namely fifty days after 
Passover. This time is also 
known as the ‘feast of Weeks’, 
or Shavuot, in rabbinic 
tradition. In England Pentecost 
is often known as Whitsun. The 
origins of this name seem 
somewhat obscure, but they 
are likely to originate from the 
white, or whit, gowns that 
catechumens wore for their 
baptism.  

If we associate baptism with 
any particular feast it is 
probably with Easter and 
especially the Easter Vigil, at 
which baptisms traditionally 
take place, as they have at St 

John’s in recent years. To some 
extent Pentecost, or Whitsun, 
important though it is, seems 
somehow to be of less 
significance. In fact it is, after 
Easter, the second festival of 
the Church, and from early 
times Western Christianity has 
celebrated it as the second date 
on which baptisms should take 
place. Consequently it was 
celebrated with a liturgy that 
closely resembled the Easter 
Vigil, albeit without the blessing 
of the new fire and the Paschal 
candle.  

The theme of receiving gifts 
from God is woven into both 
Christian and Jewish belief at 
this festival, which of course 
makes it a fitting time to receive 
God’s grace in the sacrament of 
baptism.  For Jews it marks the 
wheat harvest in Israel and the 

Pentecost 
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anniversary of the gift of the 
Torah, the Jewish law, given to 
Israel on Mount Sinai. For 
Christians it marks the reception 
of the Holy Spirit. The book of 
Acts, chapter 2, describes in 
vivid detail the descent of the 
Spirit upon the disciples in the 
form of a rushing wind and as 
tongues of fire resting upon 
each recipients head.  

Around St John’s, and especially 
above the main altar and the 
font, you will find doves, which 
are also symbolic of the Holy 
Spirit and recall the Spirit 
descending on Christ, as a dove, 
after His baptism in the Jordan. 
Cloud and light are also images 
associated with the Spirit as the 
Spirit is said to have 
‘overshadowed’ Mary in order 
that she might conceive Jesus, 
and at the transfiguration a 
cloud overshadowed Jesus, 
Moses and Elijah. Water is 
symbolic of the work of the Holy 

Spirit in baptism, and oil too, 
which we use in anointing, is 
also symbolic of the Spirit, 
which is said by St Paul in his 
second letter to the Church in 
Corinth, to anoint people.  

This array of symbols are 
powerful signs of the all-
encompassing power and love 
of God. We are addressed by 
God through all our senses, as 
these signs indicate, and we are 
encouraged to see God at work 
in all his creation by the way 
that these disparate and 
distinct elements are caught up 
within the imagery of the the 
Holy Spirit, the third person of 
the Trinity.  

May we encounter the Holy 

Spirit this Pentecost and 

through the grace given to us 

may we gown in faith and love 

of God. 

Fr Matthew 

 

Messy Church 
 

Thursday 21rd May    –   3.30pm - 5.30pm 
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St John’s Branch meetings: 

 

Tuesday 14th May – Prayer Group  

Tuesday  11th June – Prayer Group  

 

(held at 12 Holmesdale Road)       All welcome! 

The Lent Lunch held on Sunday 7th April in the Parish Hall 

raised £95.  Many thanks to all those who supported it. 
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General Synod –   20th to 23rd February 2019 
 
This was the second new-style 
Westminster Synod, designed to 
incorporate a Saturday – popular 
with those (relatively few) non-
retired members of the laity, less 
so with the clergy. 

The business of the Session was 
designed to emphasise Mission, 
with largely uncontroversial 
debates on Evangelism and 
Discipleship, including the “call on 
every worshipping community to 
make evangelism a planned 
priority for the coming year” (is it 
here at St John’s?); on Estates 
Evangelism, including a call to 
“every diocese to build ministry 
and mission on estates into its 
mission strategies, clergy 
deployment plans and SDF 
funding bids” (this motion was 
moved by one of the leading 
Catholics, the Bishop of Burnley); 
on Mission and Ministry among 
gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
communities; and on Encouraging 
Youth Evangelism. 

There were also debates on 
establishing a Church of England 
Homelessness Taskforce to 
formulate plans at national, 
diocesan and parish levels “to 

utilise Church resources (whether 
financial, volunteers or buildings) 
to provide shelter and support for 
the vulnerable”; on promoting 
Environmental Programmes “with 
special reference to investments, 
property and land use” (how 
proactive environmentally are we 
at St John’s?); on “encouraging all 
dioceses, parishes [and] Church of 
England schools to ensure they 
“weave [the House of Bishops’ 
vision set out in Growing Faith] 
into every strand of their 
strategies for mission and 
ministry” (are we doing this at St 
John’s?); and on Advertising and 
Gambling, including urging 
churches “to support initiatives 
which educate children and young 
people about risks relating to 
gambling” (the proper control of 
betting is one where the Church 
of England, led by the Bishop of St 
Albans, has proved remarkably 
effective in recent years). 

The Saturday finale to the Session 
was an aspirational State of the 
Nation debate on a motion of the 
two archbishops that in place of 
Brexit divisions “the voices of the 

Continued overleaf 
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poor and marginalised” might be 
put at the heart of the nation’s 
concerns, and calling upon the 
nation’s leaders “drawing on 
Christian hope and reconciliation, 
to work together for that 
common good at this time of 
division”.  We shall see! 

An attempt to change the 
procedures of the Crown 
Nomination Commission for the 
selection of new diocesan 
bishops proved controversial and 
only succeeded in part.  

There was a considerable amount 
of legislative business, of which a 
Canon removing the requirement 
to hold Sunday services in every 
church caught most newspaper 
attention, whilst the new Church 
Representation and Ministers 
Measure (hugely important for 
parishes, with a greatly simplified 
set of Church Representation 
Rules) finally concluded its 
passage through Synod and 
should receive the royal assent 
later this year. 

Other issues raised during this 
Synod were liturgical provision 
for trans persons, which seemed 
to dominated Question Time; 
progress of work by the Bishop of 
Coventry’s inter-disciplinary 

teams on Living in Love and Faith 
(so far these have “produced 
more than 70 scholarly papers on 
a wide range of subjects relating 
to human identity, sexuality, 
gender, marriage, friendship, 
celibacy, family”, as part of “the 
process of discerning a way 
forward for the Church in matters 
relating to same sex relations as 
well as other issues [whilst 
keeping] open a hopeful space for 
the movement of the Holy Spirit 
in shaping the Church” (to some, 
a triumph of hope over 
likelihood); and discussion of the 
Pastoral Advisory Group’s new 
Pastoral principles for living well 
together, including “welcoming 
people as they are”.  

Prior to the formal start of Synod, 
the House of Laity received a 
presentation on a proposed 
Clergy Covenant for Care and 
Wellbeing, designed to protect 
the working conditions of, and 
pressures upon, the clergy. When 
this has been formally adopted, 
all parishes will be expected to be 
a great deal more pro-active (and 
considerate) in this area than has 
hitherto been customary. 

CHARLES GEORGE – ex officio 
member of General Synod. 

 
 

 

Continued from p.11 
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The next Pub Lunch will be on  

Friday June 7th   White Rock Inn, Underriver 

 

Friday Sept 6th   The Brickmakers Arms, 

Chipstead 

 

Friday Dec 13th   George and Dragon, 

Ightham    

 

Put the dates in your diaries! 

Please ask Terry, 

John or Marigold 

for further details.  
 

 

Pub 

lunch 
 

12.30pm-

3pm 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS 
 
The meetings to elect the Churchwardens and PCC for the coming year 
were held after Mass on Sunday 28 April 2019 and were attended by 33 
parishioners. 
 
The first meeting, the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, elected David 
Ashenden and Graham Davison to serve as Churchwardens for the coming 
year. 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting included receiving reports on the 
Electoral Roll, the Fabric, the Deanery Synod, the finances and the Annual 
Report. 
 
The PCC consists of: 
 
Clergy:   Fr Robin Jones 
   Fr Matthew Robinson 
  
Churchwardens: David Ashenden 
   Graham Davison 
 
Deanery Synod:  David Bonner 
   John Robinson 
    
Elected Members: Tim Batterham 
   Sandy Chaili 
   Carol Cheeseman   

Mary-Clare Davies 
   Jacqueline Dungay 
   Jackie Hendry 
   Donald Newholm 
   Humphrey Pring 
                                     Gillian Shepherd-Coates 
   Robin Williamson 
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It was also announced that the following people would serve as Sidesmen 
for the coming year: 
 
Tim Batterham, Carole Bonner, David Bonner, Susan Bunting, Sally 
Candlin, Doris Cook, David Davies, Jacob Davies, Luke Davies, Mark Davies,  
Jacqueline Dungay, Christopher Eames, Maria Frauenrath, Maureen 
Gahan, Charles George, Maria Martyn,  Joan Payne, John Payne, 
Humphrey Pring, Marigold Seal and Robin Williamson 
 
Fr Robin expressed his thanks to the Churchwardens, Mr D Ashenden and  
Mr G Davison, for the wonderful support they have given him.   He 
thanked all those who help in any way to the life of St John’s and said he 
wished to record his personal thanks to Fr Matthew Robinson, who has 
been a great asset during his training, and to Fr Barry Compton for his 
spiritual support.  Fr Barry paid tribute to Fr Robin’s quality of leadership 
and commitment and said that it is very important that a Daily Mass takes 
place at St John’s, maintained under that inspiring leadership. 
 
At a brief meeting of the PCC following these meetings, David Ashenden 
was re-appointed as Vice Chairman, and Mary-Clare Davies as Electoral 
Roll Officer and Secretary to the PCC.  Jacqueline Dungay agreed to 
continue covering aspects of the accounts, until such time as a 
replacement Treasurer was found. 
 

Mary-Clare Davies, PCC secretary  

Parish Working Day – Saturday 15th June 

Please come to help with various tasks around the Church 

and the Hall.  It’s fun, with plenty of refreshments too!  

Sign the list at the back of Church if you’re able to help.  

Many hands make light work! 
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Victor’s Tweets 

A Spring Walk 

I went for a walk from Shoreham Station on a warm, sunny morning.  

At Fackenden Down flowers in bloom included lesser celandine, 

wood anemones, dog violets, masses of primroses, a few cowslips 

just coming into flower and some white dead nettle.   

At White Hill I had a good view of a 

chiffchaff singing.  Both at Fackenden 

Down and at White Hill there were 

many brimstone and peacock 

butterflies on the wing.   

 

 

I then walked to the river and back to Sevenoaks, where the grey 

wagtail was on his usual perch at Bradbourne Lake. 

Victor Seal 

 

 

Illustrations by David Ashenden 
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PATRONAL  FESTIVAL  

23rd June 4pm 
 

 

When Anton Theodor of Colloredo was 
to be ordained as Archbishop of Olmutz 
in 1778, the Prince Archbishop left the 
selection of the music for the Mass to 
his Choirmaster and Director of music - 
a composer called Leopold Mozart. He 
suggested a piece by another composer: 
Wolfgang Mozart - yes they were 
related. Leopold gave the job to his own 
son!  
 
 
The work proposed was the Mass in C major K 259 composed in that 
amazing period 1775/1776 when Mozart produced at least three 
Masses in C major. Actually St John's used one of the other of these 
masses [called Piccolomini] five years ago as the Patronal setting.  
 
The Mass K259 is the one we'll use this year for the Patronal 
Solemnity – it’s pure Mozart, tuneful, accessible and appropriate for 
liturgical use.  
As usual we welcome additional singers to join us - rehearsals are on 
Thursday evening 7.30 - 8.30 in church - there are no auditions and 
music is provided. Come and join us, we have fun. Please ask me if 
you've any questions. 

John Hendry 
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 

 
HIRE OUR HALL 

 
£13.50 per hour 

 
(regular bookings only) 

 
Tel: Miss J Dungay 

(01732) 833415 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Easter Day, 
2019 
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