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Our Lady of Walsingham at Chichester Cathedral 

[see article p12] 

October pub lunch 
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Services: 
Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 
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Vicar Fr Robin Jones 

fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Curate Fr Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@stjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Ashenden 
David-ashenden1@tiscali.co.uk 

832669 

Churchwarden Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer   

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 

 



 4 

The Vicar 

writes … 
“Nothing is perfect”, so they 

say. If there is one reason we 

are Christian people it is this, 

the knowledge that little is 

perfect, certainly in this time.  

Why do we know this?  Be-

cause sin has come in to this 

world.  The glorious and won-

derful texts of the book of 

Genesis remind of what hap-

pened.  Humanity could not 

resist the possibilities of sin.  

Tempted, by something as 

simple as an apple, it failed. 

This Season of Advent reminds 

us of our human failure, of our 

inability to deal with sin.  

Yet, in to this midst of confu-

sion and difficulty is born the 

Babe of Bethlehem, Christ the 

Lord.  

Amidst all of the appalling 

tragedy of this life is born this 

tiny baby, seemingly of no 

consequence. Born to a teen-

age mother, rejected by many, 

into this world the Son of God 

is born. 

If there is one story that has 

always convinced me of the 

truth of the Christian faith it is 

this: that at the lowest and 

most difficult point, the Son of 

God is born.  It is, quite simply, 

a story you could not make up. 

Whatever the difficulties and 

pains of our own lives, what-

ever the complications that we 

endure, the doctrine of the In-

carnation assists us.  God be-

comes a human being.  In be-
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coming vulnerable, God enters 

into our human existence.  He 

knows and understands what it 

is to be you and me.  

The season of Advent is a time 

for us to start again.  A time to 

look at the realities of our 

lives, our faults and failings 

and to understand how these 

can be transformed by the 

babe of Bethlehem.  It is a pen-

itential season.  Purple is worn 

as the liturgical colour and the 

Gloria is not sung.  Yet at the 

same time there is a theme of 

longing and expectation, al-

most a feeling of excitement as 

to what is to come.  

That understanding of longing 

is very much a theme found in 

the Old Testament.  Israel is 

desperate to see its redeemer, 

the one who will come to save 

it.  As so often, it ends up be-

ing choked by its own obses-

sions rather than being truly 

open to receive Christ. 

Traditionally Christians ponder 

the ‘last things in Advent’, the 

themes of death, judgement, 

Heaven and Hell.  It is a chance 

to place our lives into a greater 

context and realization that we 

do not just live for the ‘here 

and now’, but rather for the 

‘life of the world to come’.  It 

may seem weighty, but can 

actually give us to key to un-

derstanding Christmas fully. 

I know that I will be distracted 

by Christmas preparations in 

the coming weeks, ensuring 

presents are purchased, food 

ordered, wine delivered.  I am 

sure many of you will be as 

well.  

Let Advent distract you slightly 

from that.  Take the time to 

ponder the great themes, to 

think on the world to come.  

Be prepared for Christmas, but 

not at the cost of being pre-

pared for the world to come. 

 

Fr. Robin  
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St John’s Branch meeting: 

 

Tuesday 12th December – Prayer Group 

Tuesday 9th January – Prayer Group  

(held at 12 Holmesdale Road)       All welcome! 
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As I write this, we are about to 
begin the season of Advent, 
and Christmas is starting to 
feel quite close as we begin 
preparations for the various 
services that will be held at St 
John’s in December.  

There is something reassuring 
and comforting about the tra-
ditions which these prepara-
tions embody, but of course 
behind them is the remarkable 
story of God, the creator of the 
universe, being present on 
earth in the defenceless and 
vulnerable baby born in Beth-
lehem.  

Attempts to grasp such a par-
adox have left humanity often 
struggling for ways to express 
the mystery inherent in the 
Incarnation. Perhaps it can on-
ly be fully understood when it 
is encountered in a life of 
Christian discipleship, that is to 
say, study of scripture, prayer 
and the reception of the sac-
raments, during which that 
mystery is slowly absorbed in 
our own meeting with the 
Christ-child. 

Nevertheless, various tradi-
tions have grown up over cen-
turies of Christian thought and 
practice which have acted as 
aids to our contemplation of 
this mystery and, in the spirit 
of a season of great joy, they 
have added to the fun and fes-
tivities of the season.  

One of these traditions is the 
election of Boy Bishops. This 
custom allowed for a boy 
chorister in a cathedral to as-
sume the role of the Bishop, 
meanwhile the actual Bishop 
was deposed, and his staff 
were also temporarily re-
placed by other choristers. It 
was in fact an inversion of the 
normal structure of life in the 
Cathedral and perhaps served 
to illustrate how the presence 
of God incarnate in a depend-
ent baby is a truly revolution-

  A Christmas tradition… 
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ary event. 

The custom began in Europe, 
probably in Germany, and had 
reached England by the 
twelfth century. In keeping 
with the age of the Boy Bishop 
this practice became focused 
initially on Holy Innocents’ 
Day, the 28th December. How-
ever, as devotion to St Nicho-
las grew, and as a conse-
quence of his status as patron 
saint of children, it became 
common for the boy to be 
elected to his post on the feast 
of St Nicholas on 6th December 
and then to hold office until 
Holy Innocents’ Day. This 
choice of the feast of St Nicho-
las was also appropriate as St 
Nicholas is aid to have shown 
great signs of piety when he 
himself was a child.  

In an age of less delicate sen-
sibilities than our own the Boy 
Bishop was required not mere-
ly to act the part, he was to 
undertake the duties of the 
bishop in every respect except 
celebrating the sacraments. He 
therefore preached, led pro-
cessions, and conducted cer-
tain services.  

At one point almost every ca-
thedral in England had a ver-
sion of this tradition, which 
was observed every year. Its 
disappearance in 1541 is per-
haps one of the lesser-known 
examples of Henry VIII’s at-
tempts to reshape the English 
Church; it is said that the King 
found the practice to be an 
intolerable affront to ecclesi-
astical dignity. Briefly revived 
in Queen Mary’s reign it was 
finally suppressed by Queen 
Elizabeth I. 

The twentieth century saw 
some limited attempts to re-
vive the tradition, most nota-
ble at Hereford Cathedral.  

The point that lay behind this 
custom remains as relevant 
today as it ever was, that 
Christmas, for all its wonderful 
comfort and familiarity, is 
about a revolutionary event 
which overturned the certain-
ties of life and death, and in 
doing so gave humanity new 
and unfailing hope of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, born 
in Bethlehem over 2000 years 
ago. 

Fr Matthew 
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Young Arab Women Challenging Media Stereotypes 

I was recently asked by a Ger-
man broadcaster to train a 
group of young, female journal-
ists from North Africa and the 
Middle East in “Gender-
sensitive Reporting”. Having 
worked as a journalist for most 
of my professional life, I regu-
larly used to work with journal-
ists in the Arab world and Afri-
ca (although the topic “Gender-
sensitive Reporting” was a first 
for me). But in the last three 
years, I became increasingly 
apprehensive about working 
overseas, especially in crisis 
countries.  

The workshop in question was 
to happen in Tunisia, most cer-
tainly not a country I was keen 
on. The “cradle” of the “Arab 
Spring” has the sad distinction 
of being one of the world’s 
primary exporters of extrem-
ists. However, the assignment 
sounded interesting, and I re-
luctantly agreed to go. 

Looking back, I am so happy I 
went. Spending a week with 
these young women from Mo-
rocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Palestine 

(West Bank), Jordan and Dubai 

was so rewarding and eye-
opening for all of us. The jour-
nalists worked in print, radio 
and television, came from dif-
ferent backgrounds with differ-
ent life experiences and widely 
differing views. Some wore 
head scarves, most did not. 
Some dressed quite traditional-
ly, others appeared in ripped 
jeans, high heels and full make-
up. One lady with a stylish 
short hair cut (still a more unu-
sual sight) looked particularly 
stunning, like a model just out 
of a fashion magazine. She was 
much admired, but told us on 
our last day that her short hair 
was due to cancer treatment 

Making new friends: Karima from 
Egypt (left) and Sarrae from  
Morocco  
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rather than a fashion choice. 
Her hair had only recently start-
ed to grow again.  

These young journalists were 
happy to work together on pro-
gramme ideas about how to 
spot and challenge stereotypical 
views, prejudices and discrimi-
nation in their societies, which 
affect men and women alike. 
They were eager to find out how 
certain issues of interest to 
women were seen in other 
countries and what differences 
existed in the laws of the vari-
ous countries. I was amazed to 
hear them raise topics such as 
the status of single mothers in 
society, unwanted pregnancies, 
child abuse, the rights of gays 
and lesbians (homosexuality is a 
criminal offence in the Arab 
world), marriages between 
Muslims and non-Muslims etc. It 
would never have occurred to 
me to raise such sensitive issues 
myself.  

Their views varied widely, but 
the way they discussed contro-
versial ideas in a very tolerant 
spirit impressed me deeply. In 
their own countries, these 
young women face many hard-

ships. There was no shortage of 
traumatic stories and no short-
age of tears during this week. 
The “Arab Spring”, they all 
agreed, has long since become 
an “Arab Winter”, especially, it 
seems, in Egypt. But the week 
together gave them space to 
exchange thoughts and experi-
ences without fear and gave 
them a chance to recharge. 
“Even though our time was 
short, it was very open and full 
of love and exchange of ideas,” 
said one lady. Another said this 
time to her had been “life-
changing”. To me personally, 
the experience with these 
young women was an inspira-
tion to get more involved in 
inter-faith activities in this 
country. I never felt like “the 
odd-one-out” in the midst of 
these women and I returned 
with a strong desire to make 
people of other faiths and cul-
tures more welcome and in-
cluded in my own environment. 
This trip was also a reminder to 
constantly keep an open mind 
to challenge the stereotypes in 
my own head. 

Maria Frauenrath 
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On Saturday 14 October a 

group from St John’s went by 

coach to Chichester for the 

Walsingham Festival taking 

place there.  It was a memora-

ble day that enabled us in a 

few hours to experience some 

of the key elements of a 

weekend pilgrimage to Wal-

singham.   

Chichester cathedral, with its 

mixture of Norman and gothic 

architecture, provided a grand 

setting for the day’s events. 

These began with the entry of 

the image of Our Lady of Wal-

singham into the cathedral, 

where it was greeted by a 

rousing fanfare and lusty sing-

ing of the Walsingham Hymn 

by a packed congregation.  

This was not in fact the image 

of Our Lady from Walsingham, 

which is now too fragile to 

travel, but a copy made in 

1949 and lent by St Martin’s, 

Brighton. The Mass that fol-

lowed was celebrated by Fa-

ther Philip North, the Bishop 

of Burnley, and like the Bishop 

of Chichester a former priest 

administrator at the Walsing-

ham shrine.  The sermon was 

preached by Father Kevin 

Smith, the current priest ad-

ministrator.  In it he explained 

that Walsingham is a place of 

of healing, restoration and 

hope for all pilgrims who seek 

God and the help of Our Lady’s 

prayers 

After Mass we were allowed 

to eat our picnic lunches in the 

cathedral nave.  Father Kevin 

then introduced the Healing 

Ministries.  We were sprinkled 

with water from the shrine’s 

well and had opportunities to 

be anointed with Holy Oil and 

for the laying on of hands.   All 

this took place in a quiet and 

prayerful atmosphere. The day 

ended with a Benediction of 

the Blessed Sacrament  given 

by the Bishop of Chichester - 

apparently the first time that 

How Walsingham came to Chichester 
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Benediction has been given in 

the cathedral since the Refor-

mation.  Outside the sun was 

by now shining and there was 

time to walk around the ca-

thedral (for me the stained 

glass window by Chagall was a 

particular highlight) and to 

take tea before catching our 

coach home. It had been a 

wonderful  experience to 

spend the day in an ancient 

cathedral in the presence of  

bishops and priests galore, of 

the guardians of the shrine 

(including Ruth Ward) and of 

around a thousand pilgrims 

and to share with them in the 

Eucharist and in the distinctive 

ministries celebrated at the 

shrine.   

As I was leaving the cathedral I 

was fortunate enough to have 

a few words with Father Mar-

tin Warner, the Bishop of 

Chichester.  He sent his greet-

ings to St John’s and recalled 

that in 2000, when a similar 

Walsingham Festival was held 

in Rochester Cathedral, the 

image of Our Lady of Walsing-

ham (this time the one from 

Walsingham itself) had rested 

in St John’s on the previous 

night.  It was a reminder of the 

strong links that St John’s  has 

with Walsingham. Indeed the 

Walsingham Altar with its im-

age of Our Lady stands oppo-

site us whenever we enter the 

church.  It is a few years now 

since there was a parish pil-

grimage to Walsingham and, 

though I know that some 

members of the church do vis-

it the shrine regularly, it would 

be good to think that one day 

we could visit again as a parish 

and introduce a new genera-

tion to this very special and 

holy place.  I for one have al-

ways returned from Walsing-

ham refreshed and uplifted, as 

I was after my visit to Chiches-

ter. 

David Bonner 

 

 

 

[See photos on inside front cover.] 
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St John’s School Harvest  
Festival  12th October, 2017 
 
 
Whenever there are events at 

St John’s School, I often find 

there are little surprises.   As I 

entered the church, I saw an 

animal pen and inside was a 

very special guest, a three day 

old calf.  The calf was brought 

along by Tim, who raises cattle 

and who is also the brother of 

Mrs Quirk, Headmistress at St 

John’s school.  

The reason for this special 

guest is that, this year, the 

children of the school agreed 

to make their offerings though 

the ‘Send a Cow’ program.  

The main vision is to give 

communities and families in 

Africa the hope and means to 

secure their own futures from 

the land through training and 

support. 

Father Robin welcomed the 

children of St John’s School 

and introduced his ‘boss’, 

Bishop Norman of Richbor-

ough. 

The programme at this year’s 

Harvest Festival was joyous 

indeed with the first hymn be-

ing ‘We Plough the Fields and 

Scatter’.  The Year 6 did a 

‘Send a Cow’ presentation ex-

plaining the campaign and 

how the buying of a cow af-

fects the life of a village in a 

positive way.   This was fol-

lowed by an energetic presen-

tation by Year 2 called ‘The 

Chocolate Milk Poem’ where 

the emphasis was ‘happiness is 

chocolate milk’. They were 

very vocal of how delicious this 

drink is to them! 

The choirs of St John’s sang 

‘Harvest Samba’, which was 

tuneful and rhythmic.  This 

was followed by a ‘Harvest 

Moo’ sketch by Years 5J & 5S 

where they listed items for 
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making a delicious burger such 

as meat pattie, ketchup, on-

ions and the vegetables 

weren’t omitted either!  Years 

Reception & 1 sang the ‘Har-

vest Rock and Roll Song’ with 

much enthusiasm and clap-

ping… yes they were rockin’! 

The Bible Reading by Year 4 

was Matthew 6:25-33 which 

was read very clearly and with 

meaning. 

The sermon was by Bishop 

Norman who spoke about his 

experiences as a country vicar, 

where he highlighted the rele-

vance of seeds and grain and 

the personalities of cows on a 

dairy farm.  There were giggles 

from the children when he 

mentioned this! 

Key Stage 2 Choir sang a South 

African folk song called ‘Sin Nje 

Nje/Tue Tue which they sang 

so beautifully. Sinje is a tradi-

tional South African folk song 

sung in Zulu and Xosa and Tue, 

Tue is a traditional Ghanaian 

song about harvesting. 

As you can see, there were 

many delightful surprises for 

those who attended the Har-

vest Festival from St John’s 

School which made it a great 

success.  

Maria Martyn 

Foundation Governor 
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“That they all may be one.”  

Christ’s words (John 18.21) are a 

reproach to all Christians, but the 

divisions in the church created 

over centuries are not easily 

overcome.  However, there are 

many areas in which Christians 

today do work together and, at 

the local level, Churches Together 

in Sevenoaks and District brings 

together 42 churches in a shared 

effort to proclaim the Gospel and 

serve the community.  I recently 

attended the Annual General 

Meeting and was struck by how 

much good work is being done by 

the churches and their partner 

organisations to help the vulner-

able in our community; and by 

the opportunities that exist for 

member churches and individual 

Christians to support this work 

through volunteering, financial 

assistance and prayer.  

 One of the speakers pointed out 

that, though Sevenoaks is a pros-

perous place, it also contains two 

wards that are among the 10% 

most deprived areas in the coun-

try. Moreover problems such as 

loneliness, debt and family 

breakdown can occur across soci-

ety.  We know about the work of 

the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank 

because it is based at St John’s, 

but I was less familiar with the 

work of Sevenoaks Counselling 

(offering therapy for individuals, 

families and young children), the 

Befrienders Group (befriending 

the lonely), the Sevenoaks Child 

Contact Centre (providing a safe 

and neutral space where children 

of separated families can spend 

time with one or both parents), 

and of the Family Mentoring 

Scheme (supporting struggling 

families) and of Crosslight (help-

ing those struggling with debt).  

All of these groups rely heavily 

upon volunteers and would wel-

come additional support. The Be-

frienders Group is particularly 

short of male volunteers.  
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A common theme at the meeting 

was the problems faced by young 

people and the challenges of 

teaching them about the Gospel 

when 95% or more of them do 

not go to church.  St John’s is one 

of many churches supporting the  

Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust 

(SAYT).  We were shown a short 

film about the work that SAYT 

does among young people in the 

town, befriending and helping the 

vulnerable and running school 

clubs at Trinity School and Knole 

Academy.  The film can be viewed 

at http://sayt.org.uk.  SAYT is 

having difficulty in recruiting a full 

time youth worker and is in need 

of more volunteers for its work. 

The History Troupe, which carries 

the Christian message into local 

schools using a mixture of pup-

petry and fun, spoke about their 

plans to develop an Advent Pup-

pet Calendar App for 2018 and 

asked for support for this - fur-

ther information at 

www.thatadventpuppetapp.org.u

k or I have a DVD that you are 

welcome to borrow.   

Humphrey Pring from St John’s 

described what Sevenoaks Wel-

comes Refugees is doing, in con-

junction with Sevenoaks District 

Council, to support the Syrian 

refugee families that have ar-

rived in the district this year un-

der the government’s resettle-

ment scheme and to identify 

suitable properties for additional 

families.  If you know of a suita-

ble property available for rent at 

below normal market rates or 

are interested in helping, for ex-

ample with the provision of 

transport or of English lessons, 

please speak to Humphrey or 

contact sevenoakswelcomesref-

ugees@gmail.com . 

Detective Inspector Michael Col-

tham of Kent Police spoke about 

how churches and police can 

work together to increase com-

munity safety and address social 

problems.  Sevenoaks is a rela-

tively safe place, but there are 

concerns over drugs and gangs 

coming to the town from London 

contd overleaf 

http://sayt.org.uk/
http://www.thatadventpuppetapp.org.uk/
http://www.thatadventpuppetapp.org.uk/
mailto:sevenoakswelcomesrefugees@gmail.com
mailto:sevenoakswelcomesrefugees@gmail.com


 18 

and Mr Coltham suggested that 

there was a potential role for the 

churches in turning round the 

lives of some of the young and 

vulnerable people caught up in 

this kind of crime.  He spoke ap-

provingly of the work by street 

pastors he had witnessed in other 

parts of the county.  He asked us 

to pray for the police, who on a 

daily basis have to deal with very 

distressing crimes and accidents. 

Finally, some forthcoming events 

that were mentioned at the 

meeting: 

● Wednesday 13 December at 

7.30pm: Sevenoaks Wel-

comes Refugees is holding 

an open meeting at the Vine 

Evangelical Church. 

● Monday 18 December: 

Christian Aid carol singing at 

Sevenoaks station from 5pm 

until 8pm.  Volunteers are 

needed to collect money. 
● Wednesday 27 December 

from 1pm until 4pm: local 

churches and businesses will 

be taking part in a crib trail.  

St John’s needs volunteers 

to welcome visitors to the 

church. 

● Monday 29 January is the 

deadline for applying for 

one of the ecumenical Lent 

groups run by Churches 

Together in Sevenoaks.  If 

you are interested, please 

speak to me.   

● Saturday 3 February: a 

Women’s Christian Confer-

ence will take place at Trin-

ity School - www.bountiful-

conference.org   

 

This short piece is of necessity 

selective and highly compressed, 

but I hope that it gives a flavour 

of some of the activities of 

Churches Together in Sevenoaks 

and its partner organisations.  

More information is available at 

www.ctsd.org.uk . Do please con-

sider whether you can contribute 

in some way and also whether 

you know of anyone who would 

benefit from the services that are 

available.  

 

David Bonner 

http://www.bountiful-conference.org/
http://www.bountiful-conference.org/
http://www.ctsd.org.uk/
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This will be the traditional and 

atmospheric service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols, with plen-

ty of old favourite congrega-

tional carols in a welcoming 

and evocative space lit by 

candles. The readings tell the 

Christmas story and the carols 

from congregation and choir 

reflect on details from that 

story and of course the overall 

message of hope. 

Music from the choir this year 

ranges from the very early 17th 

century through to a very joy-

ful piece with full organ from 

Bob Chilcott written for Wells 

Cathedral Choir that’s only six 

years old. As usual there’ll be 

some John Rutter, his ‘King 

Jesus hath a garden’ and a 

well-known setting of ‘O leave 

your sheep’ by a man (C H Kit-

son) known to music students 

as a fearsome writer of theory 

books but who produced a 

lovely pastoral setting of these 

words. Alan Bullard’s ‘Scots 

Nativity’ was much admired 

when we used it three or four 

years ago – we’ll be using our 

very nice piano to accompany 

this. John Taverner’s ‘The 

Lamb’ is frequently in the 

classic FM choral favourites 

charts and is a highly appro-

priate contemplative piece for 

a carol service. 

It’s a great way to start 

Christmas week with some 

‘awe and wonder’ – and a few 

moments calm. Why not bring 

a friend! 

John Hendry 

St John’s Candlelit 
Carol Service 
 

Sunday 17th December, 
4pm 
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Money Matters 
Our average monthly income 
from January – October 2017 
including interest from our in-
vestments and rent from 
Rochester Diocese, but not the 
money transferred from our 
investments, is £6,124.47. 
 
Our average monthly expendi-
ture is £8,909.53.  This does 
not include the major building 
works and work undertaken 
following the quinquennial in-
spection.  
 
£40,000 has been withdrawn 
from the Investments to pay 
for the monthly deficit, the car 
park and new heaters for the 
hall, both of which have been 
gratefully appreciated by the 
congregation and hall users.  
 
By the end of the year we will 

have paid the 2017 Parish 
Share / Common Fund to the 
Rochester diocese of £45,000. 
The money is used to pay the 
clergy stipends, national in-
surance, pensions and train-
ing.  We have also paid back 
£16,000 owed from 2016 and 
hopefully will have paid the 
remaining £2,540 owed for 
2016. 
 
Work still to be done includes 
the stonework around the 
porch and repairing and re-
pointing the walls around the 
graveyard and the internal 
west windowsill, at a total cost 
of £6,816, partly funded by 
our money in the Diocesan 
repair fund. 

Jacqueline Dungay 

Temporary Treasurer 
 

Christingles 
We will be making Christingles in the Church Hall on 

Friday 22nd December from 7pm.  Anyone who 

would like to come and help will be very welcome. 
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Sunday School Christmas Celebrations 

from the Parish Magazine (1904) 
 
On Monday, January 18th. 1904 the Infants attending our Sunday 

School had their Annual Xmas Treat. To many of these tiny mites it 

was their “first” school treat, and it was a pleasure to see their faces 

brightened with childish delight in anticipation of the joys of the  

evening. 

Punctually at 4.15 the children assembled in the Infant Room and  

partook of an ample supply of cakes and other good things that gladden 

the eyes of children. Then followed a tug-of-war with bon-bons (the 

gift of Miss Dorothy Moyce) and each little one was soon arrayed in 

caps and bonnets of gay appearance. But the greatest treat of all was 

the magic lantern shown by the Vicar. Young minds are very  

sympathetic, and silence reigned while the touching story of “Christie’s 

Old Organ” was narrated to them, but their exclamations of delight 

were unbounded when comic slides of animals and other oddities  

followed. The children then showed their appreciation and thanks by 

hearty clapping. After singing the National Anthem and the Doxology 

the children dispersed, each receiving an orange and a piece of cake.  
 

Contributed by Marigold Seal 
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Parish Panto 
& Party 

 

Saturday 6th 
January 2018 

 

at 6pm 
 

in the Parish Hall 
 
 

 
 

Please support our annual pantomime! 
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A Worthy Encounter 
 

 

They departed in the bleak crisp night 

the star held firmly in distant sight   

the wise men travelled yonder far  

their sapped eyes cherished the vivid star  

bearing gifts, they drew nigh  

mesmerized by the radiant sky.  

They endured strenuously the prolonged trek  

but in the distance a mere speck  

they approached with great elation  

in their hearts a great sensation.  

  

Upon the star the wise men gazed  

and onward bound with gifts to praise;  

the hay was potent like the oak  

as they entered the babe awoke.  

The myrrh was placed in expectation, 

the frankincense for elevation,  

the gold was justice for a King  

and up above the Angels sing  

Glory to the newborn King.  

                                 

                              David Davies  
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 
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Victor’s Tweets 

A birding walk 

28th October 

On a bright but chilly Saturday 
morning I visited Sevenoaks 
Wildfowl Reserve.  From the 
Tyler Hide I spotted a little 
grebe, shoveler and teal.  
From the Willow Hide I saw a 
pair of wigeon. 

Illustrations by  
David Ashenden 

Also seen were two little 
egrets, a pair of mute swans 
from the Carter Hide and a 
nuthatch near the peanut 
feeder beside the Glebe Hide. 

October has been a mild but 
rather cloudy month. 

Victor Seal 

 

The next Pub Lunch will be on  

Friday 9th February – venue to be confirmed. 

Please ask Terry, John or Marigold for  

further details.  
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St John’s Bible Study Group 
 

The Bible Study group meets 

at 8pm 

19 Hitchen Hatch Lane 
 

studying the Letter of James 

 

Please talk to Fr Matthew if you are interested 

All are welcome 
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Harvest Festival at The Alpine… 

… and at Gloucester House… 
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  St John the Baptist, Sevenoaks

www.stjtb.com

01732 451 710

@SJohns7oaks

facebook/ stjtb

Christmas Services 2017 

Sunday 17th December 

4pm Traditional Service of Nine 

 Lessons and Carols 

followed by Mulled wine and Mince Pies 

Christmas Eve 

4pm Family Nativity & Christingle 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
8am Mass of Christmas Dawn 

10am The Family Mass 

with children’s prayers at the Crib 


