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The Vicar
writes …
Rules of life, and ways we
should live.
I am in the midst of seeming
chaos! As I write, my study is
covered in paper, lists are all
over the desk, packed boxes
fill the parish room ready to
be loaded onto a van tomorrow afternoon, and a general
fear of dread overwhelms me
that I have forgotten something! Some of you may wonder whether this is just my
normal state of being (indeed
the editor of the parish magazine who is waiting on this article probably thinks it is) but it
is particularly acute at the
moment.
Those of you who were there
on Sunday will perhaps have
heard that on Wednesday the
27th, the feast of St Vincent de
Paul, the Society of the Holy
Cross is holding its National
Synod, or meeting, in London.
Some three or perhaps four

hundred Priest will be there,
and Fr Matthew is to be admitted as a member. Somehow I
have found myself organising
much of the event, and in the
process having to decide just
how many miniature bagels we
require, exactly what sort of
microphones are best suited,
and trying to understand the
technical specifications for files
to be played on giant TV walls.
If I am lost in these minutia
perhaps it is not a bad thing to
remind myself, and hopefully
help you to understand, about
the Society of the Holy Cross,
and why it is so important to
parishes such as ours.
The Society is a direct result of
the second generation of the
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Oxford movement. It was
founded by Fr Charles Fugue
Lowder, who at that time was
Curate of St Barnabas Pimlico.
At that time the Vicar, Fr Liddell, was being persecuted for
his introduction of practices
we would now seem as perfectly normal, such as an altar
cross and lighted candles. A
man named Westerton stood
as Churchwarden and hired a
man to walk around the parish
with a board saying ‘Vote
Westerton. Fr Lowder, in a
self-confessed moment of
weakness, gave the choir boys
6d with which to pelt him with
rotten eggs! Lowder was suspended from duty and forced
to pay a fine of £2 to Westminster Magistrates Courts.
Whilst on suspension he went
to France and there observed
the work of St Vincent’s Company of Mission, their work
with the poor, and the standard of their priestly life. He
was inspired to form a society
for priests in the Church of
England committed to the
work of mission with the poor
and of a disciplined priestly

life. It was a completely novel
idea, neither being a religious
community or a devotional society, but one whose effects
continue to this day.
Central to this is the ‘rule’, the
norms and standards that
priests of the Society endeavour to live by. They give a
shape and a form to a priest’s
life, expecting more than just
the very basics of him. Also
there is a ‘bond of charity’ between Society priests, that
they will pray for and assist
one another. It is a powerful
and privileged thing to belong
to. St John’s has a history of
having SSC Priests. To my
knowledge, at least five of our
Vicars have belonged and
countless Curates! Fr Michael
Shields was for many years the
Master, the senior brother in
the Society, elected by other
members.
So as I try and ensure that the
correct sandwiches have been
ordered and the parking is
sorted out for various guests, it
continued on p7
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“Who is the first man mentioned
in the Bible?”
“Please sir, Chap 1.”
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is good to be reminded of the
true vocation of the Society,
often stated as being ‘to dig a
pit for the Cross’; a rule to live
by and in so doing, hopefully
to come closer to God.
Whilst interesting for many of
you reading this, perhaps it
can offer you a challenge as
well. Rules of life are not just
for Clergy, they should be for
lay people too. They don’t
have to be difficult but rather
causes for joy. Why not try the
following?
• To be at Mass on all Sundays (when away to find
somewhere to go)
• To go to Mass on Festivals

world, saying the Our
Father and the Hail
Mary.
•

At the end of the day to
spend a few minutes
looking back at the day,
asking where you saw
God, in asking forgiveness for the things
you got wrong, and being hopeful for tomorrow.

What would that take – ten
minutes a day, an hour on
Sunday, an hour on the occasional festival? Yet what
joy and release there can be
into coming into God’s presence.

• To pray daily for your family, the Church and the

Fr. Robin

St John’s Branch meeting:
Tuesday 9th October – Prayer Group
Tuesday 14th November – Prayer Group

(held at 12 Holmesdale Road)

All welcome!
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St Brelade
This August I spent a week on
Jersey in the Channel Islands.
It, and its neighbouring islands
of Guernsey, Alderney, Herm
and Sark are fascinating places. They are semi-independent
territories known as Crown
Dependencies, and so have
their own governments and are
not part of the United Kingdom.
However, they owe their allegiance to the Crown, and all
monarchs, including the present Queen, are toasted as
‘The Duke of Normandy’, as
the islands are the last remnant of the Duchy of Normandy
still subject to the English
Crown.
If the rather arcane detail of
the constitutional arrangements of these islands doesn't
interest you I can certainly recommend
their
excellent
beaches, countryside and food
and drink!
One other detail struck me
while I was staying on Jersey
and that is the enduring imprint

of Christianity.
Jersey is divided into parishes
which are the areas of local
government, a little like our
districts and counties. Despite
the fact that the whole island is
only 45 square miles there is
still a strong local identity in
each of the parishes, and
therefore with the Saint to
whom the parish is dedicated.
Only one parish, Trinity, is not
dedicated to a Saint.
We stayed on the borders of
St Peter and St Brelade. St
Peter needs little or no introduction but I have to confess
that I knew nothing about St
Brelade. It turns out that he
was a wandering celtic saint
whose relics were held at Milton Abbas in Dorset and
Branscombe in Devon. He is
thought to have been born in
Brittany but became a monk
and ministered mostly in England. He is known in Cornwall
as St Breward where he had
two feast days, on February 9th
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and June 6th. The latter date is
kept in Jersey. In England his
cult was particularly strong in
the 10th century.
Anyone who knows Cornwall
will appreciate that this is also
a place with a strong local
identity, indeed my own Cornish sister-in-law often reminds
me that she and her countrymen are not really English at
all!
That two very different, very
independent places share the
same Saint strikes me as an
interesting perspective on our
Christian faith. It is common
today to believe that Christianity is in retreat in Western culture and that to survive it must
adopt some or all of the beliefs
and practices of modern society. Yet the faith that Brelade
preached, the same faith we
share, took hold in two very
different locations. Divided by
language, culture, geography
and history and yet something
in that faith cut across drew
two different peoples to Christ.
This is strong evidence for a

timeless, universal truth within
our faith in which we can be
confident.
Jersey has changed a very
great deal. At the beginning of
the twentieth century most islanders, if they spoke English
at all, did so as their second
language. Now you will be
hard pressed to hear the local
French dialect being used. Before the 1950’s the island survived largely on agricultural
exports of its famous potatoes
and dairy products, now tourism and finance have turned it
into a wealthy place. Yet St
Brelade is still remembered
and the Christian faith he proclaimed is still believed. I dare
say that his journey to Jersey
was a lot less comfortable than
my flight from Gatwick, yet he
persevered in the faith, and
today he might be a little reminder to us that though times
change the truth does not and
Christ will continue to call people of all types in all places.
St Brelade pray for us.
Fr Matthew
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Sunday School /
Sunday Club at
St John’s
In Sunday School/Club we have
embarked on a new project – to
learn more about our church and
what we do and why we do it.
Each week we are thinking about a
new topic which will help the children think more about what they
see and do.
We started with a visit from Fr Robin,
talking about the church and the roof
and how it is like Noah’s Ark. We had a
visit from Fr Matthew, who brought a
chalice and patten and spoke about the
altar and the last supper.

To coincide with Eloise’s baptism we talked
about the font and baptism – and brought in
pictures of our baptism.
Over the coming weeks and months we are
going to be learning about the Bible, banners, incense and the peace – and we hope
to have some more visits from the clergy,
choir and serving team. Each week there
will be new pictures up on our display as we
build up a fuller picture of the church and our life together.
Marina Jones
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The extended family of St John’s – or
FANGS twenty+ years later…
This summer saw special occasions at St John’s for two ex-members
of FANGS, (Fledglings and Adolescent the Next Generation Super)
the church youth group founded in the 1990s by the late Fr Paul
Wakelin, then curate at St John’s. Several other former members of
FANGS were at the celebrations too. [For a glimpse of the past, see
inside back cover.]
On Saturday 22nd July Mark
Cheeseman and Carmel Edmonds
were married by Mark’s eldest brother,
Fr Nicholas Cheeseman (by kind
permission of Fr Robin).
It was lovely to see many friends from
St John’s at the church and singing in
the choir – thank you very much for
your support.

Then on Sunday 17th September it
was such a delight for Simon and
Christine Raikes to have all three of
their children at the baptism of their
first grandchild, Felicity's daughter
Eloise.
The occasion was made even more
special as their second grandchild,
Verity's son Lucas, received a special
blessing, along with his cousins
Katherine and Sam, who had flown
down from Scotland.
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ST JOHN’S & ST BARNABAS FILM CLUB

Music by Cole Porter including the spectacular Begin the Beguine

SUNDAY, 5th NOVEMBER, 2017
2.30 pm, at THE CANDLINs
MEADOWBROOK, VINES CORNER, HILDENBOROUGH , TN11 9LT

TEA IN THE INTERVAL
BOOKINGS: David Candlin (01732-832203)
Annie O’Donoghue (01732-453503)
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St John’s Church hall use
From September 2017
Monday

Pilates 9.30 am - 10.30 am

Contact
Mrs Emma Rushby
01732 459468

Cleaner

Tuesday

Brownies 5.0 pm - 6.30 pm

Mrs Eleanor Baldwin
01732 761198

Red Cross 7.0 pm - 9.30 pm

Mrs Frances Smith

Sevenoaks Players 7.30 - 10.30 pm Mrs Pat Smith

Wednesday Fit Steps 7.30 pm - 8.30 pm

Mrs Emma Golds
07824 232695

Thursday

Mrs Katherine Levings
07961 937045

Jolly Tots 10.0 am - 11.30 am

Food Bank 12.0 noon – 4.0 pm
Andrea Watson
sevenoaksfoodbank@gmail.com
Friday

Art for pre Primary school children
9.15 am-11.0.am

Mrs Hannah Barritt
07719 219052

Drama for primary school children
5.30 pm- 7.0 pm

Mrs Dannielle Gostling
07956 118176

Saturday

Fit steps 9.0 am-10.30.am

Mrs Siaron Moore
01732 452100
Saturday afternoons: hired out for parties

Sunday

Sunday Club/School 10.0 am -12.00 noon
Sunday afternoons: hired out for parties
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The next Pub Lunch will be on
Friday 8th December – The Bricklayers Arms,
Chipstead
Please ask Terry and Marigold for further
details.
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Money Matters
Again, there has not been
much change in our finances.
The investment interest has
increased slightly. We have
nearly repaid the Common
Fund owed for 2016 and the
amount for 2017 is up to date.
The new heaters in the hall
have been appreciated by the
groups with young on recent
chilly mornings. The flood
lighting at the West end of the
church has been turned on.

Hopefully we will soon receive
the Gift Aid tax reclaim money.
David Ashenden has been getting quotes for the stone work
which needs repairing around
the south porch.
There will be a Gift Day in November on a date to be confirmed.
Jacqueline Dungay
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks
and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb
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Victor’s Tweets
A nature walk
Sunday August 13th
On a very sunny morning I
walked to Sevenoaks Wildfowl
Reserve. I visited the Tyler
hide and was told there was a
green sandpiper in view,
which I eventually spotted. I
then saw a red admiral butterfly and told the bird ringing
lady from the British Trust for
Ornithology who said she had
seen a humming bird hawk
moth.

I later visited the Carter hide
and had a good view of a kingfisher catching a fish and then
hover over the water. A wonderful sight. I then walked
back home. The first half of
August had been very showery, but sunny at times.
Victor Seal

Illustrations by
David Ashenden
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St John’s Bible Study Group

The Bible Study group resumes
in October
at 8pm
19 Hitchen Hatch Lane
Please talk to Fr Matthew if you are interested

All are welcome

A message from David Edmeads…
My sincere thanks to Fr Robin, Fr Matthew and all my fellow
Christians at St John’s for your support and prayers for my dear
Margaret during her long illness. It gave us both great comfort. She
passed away on Sunday 9th July in peace and with dignity. I was
with her right to the end. My thanks again to you all.
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Then and now…
FANGS and other members of St
John’s on a pilgrimage to Walsingham,
with the inevitable stop at the fish and
chip shop on the way home.
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The next Messy Church
will be on

Thursday 19th
October
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