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Services:  
Sundays    8.00am  

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass  

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School  

Benediction  

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays  

  9.30am  Mass 

Wednesdays    7.00pm  Mass 

Fridays  10.00am  Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services.  
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Vicar  Fr Robin Jones  

fr.robin@stjtb.com  

451710  

Curate  Fr Matthew Robinson  

fr.matthew@stjtb.com  

451131  

Churchwarden  David Ashenden  
david_ashenden1@tiscali.co.uk  

832669  

Churchwarden  Jacqueline Dungay  
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk  

833415  

Hon. Assistant 

Priest  

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543  

Reader  John Robinson  356588  

Pastoral 

Assistant  

Jackie Hendry  453010  

Organist & 

Choirmaster  

John Hendry  453010  

Treasurer    

Hall Bookings  Jacqueline Dungay  
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk  

833415  

Head Server  Anne -Marie Eames     serving@hotmail.co.uk  

Mothersô Union Valerie Chaili  460695  

Walsingham 

Cell  

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476  

Parish 

Administrator  

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk  451710  
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The Vicar 

writes é 
ñAs Jesus was going up to 

Jerusalem, He took the 

twelve disciples aside and 

said,  ñLook, we are going up 

to Jerusalem, and the Son of 

Man will be betrayed to the 

chief priests and scribes.  

They will deliver Him to the 

Gentiles to be mocked and 

flogged and crucified.  And on 

the third day He will be 

raised to life.ò  

Matthew 20:17 -19  

 

On Wednesday the 1 st  of 

March we will begin our an-

nual observance of Lent. Six 

and half weeks building up 

the Easter Tridium, the 

greatest days of the Christian 

year.  

 

The jour ney of Lent is one of 

ascent.  For Jesus and his 

disciples it was a literal as-

cent, up towards the City of 

Jerusalem.  Those of you who 

know the Holy Land will be 

familiar with the journey, and 

the fact that from Tel Aviv 

airport onwards one seems to 

be cl imbing a hill!  One of my 

overriding memories of my 

trip from three years ago is of 

a slightly elderly bus, with iffy 

air conditioning, struggling 

desperately up hills.  There 

times when one feared one 

might be asked to get out and 

push in forty -degree hea t!  Of 

course, we got there, but not 

without considerable effort 

and dedication from the bus 

driver.  
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Lent is the time we spend 

getting ready for the events 

of Holy Week and Easter; it 

doesnôt matter whether it is 

the first time it has occurred 

for you, or the eighty - fi fth 

Lent you have lived through;  

very simply, it is time to start 

again.  

 

Easter is the highlight of our 

Christian faith.  The passion, 

death, and resurrection of Je-

sus is the source and mean-

ing of our faith; without it, 

our faith is as nothi ng.  The 

reason for these events is 

very simple: sin.  From the 

very earliest time human be-

ings have chosen to live out 

their own will, rather than 

discern the will of God. It is 

for good reason that one of 

the earliest stories in the Bi-

ble, in the book of  Genesis, is 

the story of the fall, of the 

taking of the apple against 

Godôs explicit instruction.  The 

more one reads and gets to 

know the wonderful stories of 

the Old Testament, the more 

the same pattern is observed: 

human beings choosing their 

own will rather than the will 

of God.   

 

The only way this stain upon 

our nature could be resolved 

was, very simply, by an offer-

ing of absolute and perfect 

love.   Only this could over-

come the devastating result 

of sin upon our nature and 

upon our world.   The sacrifice 

of Jesus upon the Cross is as 

much for the sin of the world 

today as for the sins that 

have gone by.  It is the  ulti-

mate sacrifice of love given 

once for all, and on the  altar 

of this Church and  countless 

like it, apparent and entered 

into at the Mass.  

 

Lent is a time for us to get to 

grip s with these events in our 

own lives.   St John reminds 

us in first letter 1.8 that if we 

say we have no sin we de-

ceive ourselves.  The  image of 

Continued on p7  
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The wrong message?! 
 
Donôt let worry kill you off ï let the 
Church help. 
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the ascent to Jerusalem is an 

important one in our own 

Christian lives, as it is a re-

minder that all of us need to 

spend times that are more 

spiritually focused than oth-

ers.  If we want to become 

good at painting we need to 

spend time and effort,  and 

maybe even go to a few for-

mal classes.  If we want to 

get fit, we need to spend 

time exercising.  If we want 

to learn a new language, we 

need to spend time grappling 

with grammar and vocab.  

The same goes with Lent; if 

we wish to come close to and 

be reconciled with God, we 

must spend time and commit 

to him.   To ascend requires 

effort!  

 

There are plenty of ways for 

us to prepare for Lent, and 

you can find out about them 

on pages 10 -11 of  this maga-

zine, in the leaflet available in 

Church, and the detai ls on 

the website.  

 

Please make sure you spend-

ing this Lent ready to go up 

to Jerusalem.  

 

Fr. Robin  

 

Continued from p5  

Lent Lunch 
Sunday 19th March  

from 12 noon 

£5 adults, children free In aid of Mothersõ 

Union projects 
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The next Pub Lunch will be on  

Friday 5th  May 2017 . 

 

Please ask Terry and Marigold for further  

details.  
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SUNDAY 30 APRIL 2017 
 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 
 

AFTER THE 10am MASS 
 

If you are on the Electoral Roll at St Johnôs, please do make every effort to 

attend this meeting and hear reports of activities in the last year, an update 

on Church finances and on the fabric of the Church.  There will also be the 

annual election of Churchwardens and 10 members to the PCC. 

 

If you come to St Johnôs regularly and are not on the Electoral Roll, please 

do consider completing one of the forms at the back of Church and hand-

ing it to Fr Robin or Mary-Clare Davies (Electoral Roll Officer). 

 
 

1st  March  Ash Wednesday  Mass at 9.30am & 8pm  

 

Wednesdays 

8 th  March  

onwards  

Stations of the Cross   7.30pm  

Thursdays 

2nd , 9 th , 16 th , 

23 rd  March  

8pm supper, 8.15pm Lent Course  (Clergy House)  

Fridays  

3 rd  March  

onwards  

Stations of the Cross  10.30am  

Weekday 

Masses  

See times on page 3  

Sacred Space  Mondays, 10am -11am  

Sunday 9 th  

April  

Stations of the Cross  for children, 4pm  

 

Lent diary  ï for details see pp 10 & 11  
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Notes on Lent  
 

Ash Wednesday -  Masses at 9.30am & 8pm (Solemn)  
 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.  Palm Crosses, burnt from 

last Palm Sunday, form the ash for ashing.  It is a day on which 

we remember our mortality, with the words óremember you are 

dust and unto d ust you will returnô.  It is also a day of fasting and 

abstinence (eating no meat).  Try to keep this with care.  
 

The three themes of Lenté 
 

Fasting  
 

Fasting is not something that seems very attractive (unless it is a 

fad diet involving Kale!) but it is go od for us.  It does not need to 

be extreme, but we should be aware of giving something up.  Ask 

yourself , ñWill giving up chocolate biscuits really challenge me, or 

should I do something more! ò  Fridays should be days when we 

do not eat meat.  They may see m little things, but the effect is to 

continually remind us and unite us with the will of God.  

Traditionally, fasting is not required of the young and the elderly, 

nor those who would be affected with health complaints.  
 

Prayer  
 

Lent is a time when we should endeavour to improve our prayer 

lives.  Ask yourselves, do I pray daily?  Do I read my Bible?  If 

the answer is no, now is the time to begin!  There is a whole  

series of things you could do.  Ask the Clergy about how you 

migh t pray?  They are happy to sit down with you and do a n 

MOT, so to speak.  Perhaps they can help you develop a practical 

and realistic prayer life.  
 

Almsgiving  
 

The other great theme of Lent is almsgiving.  Very few of us feel 

so wealthy that we can give easily and yet, compared to so 

many, most of us live relatively comfortably.  Lent is a time for 

us again to challenge ourselves further.  Can we find money to 
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give to those who are in need?  Can we set ourselves a personal 

goal of giving this Lent?  

 

Pract ical Helpé 

 

Stations of the Cross  -   Fridays in Lent at 10.30am  

        Wednesdays at  6.30pm  

   Stations for Children 4pm Sunday 9 th  April  

 

In the Stations of the Cross we follow the way of Jesus to  

Calvary.  In fourteen stops we remember his journey and what 

happened in those critical hours.  It is a moving journey that all 

of us should make at least once in Lent.  

 

Prayer  

 

Why not take up an extra daily Mass during Lent, or support  

Sacred Space on Monday mornings between 10am and 11am.   

All of us need to spend more time with God!  

 

Lent Course -  Thursday 2 nd , 9 th , 16 th , and 23 rd  of March.   

8pm simple soup supper in the Clergy House.  

8.15 Lent Group.  

 

This year we are going to be following , with Fr James Martin SJ, 

Jesusô seven last words on the Cross.  Fr Martin is known for his 

accessible, easy, yet deep writings.  Why not commit to spending 

time this Lent learning more?  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession  

 

Lent is the ideal time to think about this Sacrament.  All of us 

need and are reliant on Godôs forgiveness.  There is nothing to 

fear!  It will draw us closer to God and help us sort out the true 

priorities of life.  
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Iôve just  come  back  from  a 

few  days  away  at  the  Shrine  

of  Our  Lady  of  Walsinghsm  in  

Norfolk.   If  youôve never  been  

to  the  Shrine  itôs a place  I  

would  heartily  recommend  

you  visit.   

 

A shrine  was  first  built  there  

in  the  eleventh  century  when  

a local  Saxon  noblewoman  

called  Richeldis  de Faverches  

had  three  visions  of  the  Virgin  

Mary  and  the  house  in  Naza-

reth  where  the  angel  Gabriel  

announced  the  news  of  the  

birth  of  Jesus.   It  was  a repli-

ca of  this  house  that  Richeldis  

had  constructed  and  which  led  

to  the  Shrine  being  called  

ñEnglandôs Nazarethô, a title  

The Shrine of 

Our Lady of 
Walsingham  

which  lasts  to  this  day.   

 

At  the  time  the  Shrine  was  

built  there  was  much  interest  

and  enthusiasm  in  pilgrimag-

es to  the  Holy  Land,  which  

was  a difficult  and  dangerous  

journey  to  undertake.   In  fact  

pilgrimage  was  a common  

and  highly  va lued  part  of  the  

lives  of  many  in  medieval  so-

ciety.   We perhaps  forget  now  

how  significant  this  devotion  

was,  as we  are  used  to  travel-

ling  great  distances  with  rela-

tive  ease.   For  most  people  in  

the  eleventh  century  life  was  

focused  in  often  quite  small  

communities  which  could  be 

relatively  isolated  from  the  

outside  world.   Therefore  
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journeying  on  pilgrimage,  

whether  it  be  to  the  Holy  

Land,  to  Walsingham  or  along  

one  of  Englandôs other  great  

pilgrimage  routes,  such  as the  

one  that  still  exists  today  

through  the  Downs  just  north  

of  Sevenoaks  and  leads  to  

Canterbury,   was  to  be utterly  

removed  from  the  familiar  

and  established  routines  and  

surroundings  of  everyday  life.   

 

Imagined  in  these  terms  itôs 

hardly  surprising  that  many  

pilgrims  found  their  faith  

stren gthened  and  renewed  by  

this  experience.   It  is not  that  

God is absent  in  the  mundane  

and  everyday  but  rather  that,  

as the  phrase  óhidden in  plain  

sightô suggests,  we  can  lose  

sight  of  Him.   Sometimes  the  

very  familiarity  of  places  and  

events  can  mask  the  action  of  

God  within  them.  Itôs there-

fore  good  practice  as Chris-

tians  to  refresh  our  view  and  

remove  from  sight,  if  only  

temporarily,  many  of  the  

things  that  we  surround  our-

selves  with  on  a daily  basis.  

Perhaps  that  is why  pilgrim-

age,  and  the  Shrine  at  Wal-

singham  in  particular,  re-

mains  popular.   

 

Prayer  is a vital  part  of  pil-

grimage;  pilgrims  will  some-

times  make  a journey  with  a 

specific  prayer  intention,  or  

reason,  in  mind.   Places of  

pilgrimage  are  places  that  

are,  as it  were,  soaked  or  

immersed  in  prayer.  Perhaps  

that  is why  some  pilgrims  

have  described  them  as plac-

es where  the  gap  between  

heaven  and  earth  is at  its  

most  narrow.  

 

Even  if  we  cannot  physically  

make  a pilgrimage  we  can  

seek  to  find  that  place,  where  
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heaven  and  earth  draw  close,  

in  prayer.  Lik e a long  journey  

undertaken  on  foot,  as would  

have  been  the  case  with  most  

medieval  pilgrimages,  prayer  

might  at  times  be discourag-

ing,  tiring  and  hard  work.  

However,  like  those  pilgrim-

ages  it  can  also  be utterly  

transformative.   

 

At  St  Johnôs we  are  linke d to  

the  Shrine  at  Walsingham  

through  our  óCell Groupô 

which  meets  once  a month  

after  Mass on  Wednesdays,  

on  dates  advertised  in  the  

pew  sheet.  When  we  meet  we  

do so to  pray,  using  the  an-

cient  prayer  of  the  Rosary.   If  

you  donôt already  come  along  

you  are  very  welcome  to  do  

so,  whether  or  not  you  are  

familiar  with  this  way  of  

praying.   It  really  is quite  

easy  to  follow.    

 

We also  hope  to  take  a group  

on  pilgrimage  to  the  Shrine  

at  Walsingham  during  the  

next  twelve  months,  and  so if  

you  are  keen  to  go,  or  simply  

curious  to  know  more,  please  

do not  hesitate  to  contact  

me.   

Fr Matthew  

 

Friends of Kent Churches  
Sponsored Ride & Stride 

 

Congratulations and thank you to Carolyn Alchin and Victor Seal 

who raised £305 for Kent Churches by taking part in the Ride & 

Stride event last September.  The money was raised in memory of 

Douglas and £152.50 (half of the sum raised) has been sent to St 

Johnôs. 
 
Thank you very much to all those who sponsored Carolyn and  
Victor. 
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St Johnõs Bible Study Group 

 
The Psalms: Life Lived in Prayer 

 

Tuesday 21st March at 8pm 

19 Hitchen Hatch Lane 

All are welcome 

 

 

Since Douglas Seal died in 

August there has been an 

acting temporary Treasurer.   

The main accounts for the 

year ending December 2016 

will be produced  in the Spring 

by the new Book K eepers.   

The Stewardship income has 

increased slightly by 0.62 %. 

Income tax due to be recov-

ered for 2016 amounts to 

£5,731, including the Gift Day 

money.  

Due to cash flow prob lems  

when the Bank Signatories 

were being changed, The Di-

ocese   suspended the Parish 

Share from September but 

that is slowly being repai d.  

The expenditure this year has 

been heavy due to repairs on 

the bell, roof, car  park and 

minor but necessary works.  

The defici t per month is near-

ly £4,000, which has been 

covered by transferring mon-

ey from the investments to 

the current account to the 

tune of £34,000.  

Hopefully the car park will be 

upgraded in the Spring , using 

money from the Gift Day and 

investments.  

Jacqueline  Dungay  

 

Money Matters  



 16 

Find us on Twitter é #SJohns7oaks  

and on Facebook é www.facebook.com/stjtb  
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St Johnõs Branch meeting:  
 

Tuesday 14 th  March  ð Prayer Group 

Tuesday 11 th  April  - Prayer Group  

 

(held at 12 Holmesdale Road)        

All welcome!  

 

Lent Lunch ð see details on page 7  

 

 
 


