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Services: 
Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 
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Vicar Fr Robin Jones 

fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Curate Fr Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@stjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Ashenden 
 

 

Churchwarden Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer Douglas Seal 456124 

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 
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The Vicar 

writes … 
I sit down to write on, what 

should be, a glorious June 

evening.  Of course, it is Eng-

land, so it is wet and windy, 

with mist over the North 

Downs, and little sign of the 

English summer (other than 

the rampant bind weed in the 

garden!). 

I’m struck by summer as I 

have just been presented 

with some photographs on 

Facebook from eight or nine 

years ago.  They show a glo-

rious evening in the South of 

France at a friend’s birthday 

party - and your Vicar with 

rather more hair!  One thing I 

remember in particular was a 

large church seen from the 

A8 motorway between Mar-

seille and Nice.  It was rather 

bigger and more impressive 

that the local parish churches 

and looked worthy of investi-

gation, not least as an im-

pressive medieval building. 

Unfortunately, an early morn-

ing and a tight flight meant 

that we were unable to stop, 

and only several years later 

did I return.  On this occa-

sion, I was on honeymoon, 

and was able to visit at some 

length (not what some might 

consider the ideal honey-

moon!). 

The Church is in the com-

mune of St-Maximin-la-

- Ipsum 
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Church’s calendar. Each 

saint’s day is accorded a rank 

(optional-memorial, memori-

al, Feast, or Solemnity). In 

essence, Pope Francis has in-

creased her rank and the im-

portance St Mary Magdalen 

shares in the Church.  The 

rational behind the decision is 

clear.  Mary is the first wit-

ness to Jesus’ resurrection, 

and is then tasked with 

spreading the news to the 

other Apostles. Archbishop 

Roche comments that, “Saint 

Mary Magdalene is an exam-

ple of true and authentic 

evangelization; she is an 

evangelist who announces the 

joyful central message of 

Easter.” In this, seemingly 

minor, change we see the 

centrality of a women who 

encounters the risen Jesus 

and lives for him.  Her life and 

witness are imbued with the 

joy of the resurrection, and 

indeed her change of life, and 

her human dignity is found in 

Sainte-Baume in Provence. It 

is famous, and in fact has the 

status of a Basilica, as it 

houses the relic of Mary Mag-

dalene’s skull. There is a well- 

attested tradition that Mary 

left the Holy Land, landing in 

Southern France, before com-

ing to Marseille. In later life 

she retired into the moun-

tains, dying at St Maximin.  

In the 1270’s a sarcophagus 

was found with Mary’s name 

on, and the cult of the vener-

ation of her relic began in the 

town. 

So why have I written about a 

small French town with a cult 

of St Mary Magdalene you 

probably have never heard 

of?  Pope Francis has recently 

raised the status of St Mary 

Magdalen’s day in the 
Continued on p7 
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her relationship and belief in 

Christ.  

The last week has been a 

tumultuous one for our na-

tion.  Whichever way we vot-

ed, or indeed whether we 

voted or not, there can be no 

doubt that there are many 

people who are genuinely up-

set and hurt by the outcome. 

I have been asked by people, 

what is the Church’s view on 

the matter. I have always 

been clear that the Church 

does not have a position per 

se, but that it does have a 

role. Our role is to reconcile 

people, firstly to Christ, and 

secondly to one another. That 

reconciliation is in particular 

need at current. 

True reconciliation is found in 

our human dignity. St Mary 

Magdalene was transformed 

from her previous life to the 

new life in Christ and in it her 

infinite worth in God’s eyes 

was seen. In the last week 

there have been disturbing 

reports of people been treat-

ed as less than that full 

worth.  Such examples of 

racism and xenophobia must 

always be condemned by the 

Church as they go against the 

fundamental understanding of 

our worth in God’s eyes. 

As Christians in the world, we 

have the challenge of com-

municating that true worth to 

others and it is important to 

remember that our real iden-

tity is found in Christ in our 

Baptism.  Nations and institu-

tions may come and go, but 

this identity remains. As a 

last thought, the tradition 

says St Mary Magdalene left 

the Holy Land and came to 

the South of France. It is, 

perhaps, a reminder to us, 

that the challenge of people 

moving is not a new one and 

our response, whatever our 

political one, must be rooted 

in the value of each human 

being. 

Fr. Robin  

 

Continued from p5 
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Somewhat to my surprise I 

realized a few weeks ago that 

my family and I have now 

lived in Sevenoaks for a year. 

It’s not uncommon of course 

to hear the familiar cry: 

“where does the time go?”  

However, for a year that has 

held many changes and new 

experiences the past twelve 

months has seemed to pass 

very quickly indeed. 

 

Nevertheless, it has been a 

wonderful year of settling in-

to my new ministry as a dea-

con and curate at St John’s.  I 

have been very privileged to 

begin to get to know many 

parishioners, and my family 

and I have been made to feel 

very welcome indeed.  

 

It was our parish patronal 

festival on Sunday 26th June, 

when we marked the nativity 

of St John the Baptist, that 

prompted me to reflect on 

the past year and its signifi-

cance.  Last year’s patronal 

festival was one of the very 

first Masses I attended at St 

John’s and so this date and 

our celebrations have made a 

big impression on my 

thoughts.  

 

This year we were fortunate 

to have Fr Michael Shields as 

our preacher. Canon Shields 

From the curate … 
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was parish priest at St John’s 

in the 1970’s and 1980’s and 

recounted how, on visiting 

Sevenoaks Hospital shortly 

after his arrival in the parish, 

he had been quickly, and 

somewhat brusquely, cor-

rected by a patient who as-

serted that St John’s was not 

in Sevenoaks! Perhaps these 

identities and perceptions 

have changed over the inter-

vening years? 

 

I haven’t had quite such a 

forceful reminder that I am 

new to the district and the 

county, but I have been ad-

justing to new surroundings.  

For me that has been a great 

pleasure.  Living in such a 

beautiful part of Kent has 

provided opportunities to 

explore new towns, villages 

and countryside, and more 

opportunity to get to the sea 

than ever before, having pre-

viously lived most of my life 

in the Midlands.  

 

However, it is the people, as 

much if not more than the 

landscape, who make a place 

what it is. I have been very 

interested to hear the stories 

of those who have lived in 

Sevenoaks for many years.  

Whether it is their memories 

of receiving, and then be-

coming, an evacuee during 

the Second World War as the 

risks from air raids changed 

in this part of Kent, or ac-

counts of how St John’s 
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School has changed, moved 

location and grown, each 

recollection has helped me 

better understand the place 

in which I now live. 

 

What has also struck me is 

that even for those who have 

lived all their lives in Seven-

oaks, life in the 20th and 21st 

centuries has been marked 

by considerable change.  

Although we seek stability 

the world around us is an 

ever changing feature of our 

lives.  

 

Our lives as Christians often 

reflect this wider reality.  

Whether by happenstance or 

by a discerned call to a spe-

cific work, such as my own 

to ordained ministry, we are 

often led to live out our faith 

in new and unfamiliar terri-

tory.  However, it is in this 

faith, as described in the 

Creeds, that we can find 

something dependable and 

unchanging. 

 

As we heard in the Gospel 

reading at our patronal festi-

val, St John the Baptist, 

faithful to God, spent much 

time in the wilderness.  Our 

surroundings are generally a 

good deal more pleasant and 

comfortable than this, but 

can at times seem disorien-

A date for your diaries… 
 

On Sunday 2nd October Fr Matthew will be Ordained 
Priest by Bishop Norman at St John's.  
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Patronal Festival 
2016 

The Feast of Title Solemn 

Mass was held on 26th June at 

4.00pm, in thanksgiving for 

our patron, St John the Bap-

tist.   Despite the threat of 

rain, thunder and wind the 

church was full of familiar 

faces, their children and visi-

tors, including the Mayor of 

Sevenoaks. 

The glorious mass setting, 

the Mozart Mass KV 258 con-

ducted by John Hendry with 

an augmented choir and or-

chestra, was wonderful. 

The church looked beautiful 

with flower arrangements and 

the exhibition of photographs 

showing the St John's area 

during   90 years of Queen 

Elizabeth II’s life.  Canon Mi-

chael Shields SSC, who had 

been Vicar of St John's from 

1976-1995, preached an in-

spiring sermon based on the 

life of St John the Baptist and 

his parents. 

After the service we retired to 

the Church Hall for refresh-

ments provided by members 

of the congregation, followed 

by Benediction.  Father Robin 

thanked all who had contrib-

uted to making it a splendid 

day. 

Jacqueline Dungay 

 

Our Feast of Title Solemn Mass was celebrated by 

Fr Robin and we welcomed Canon Michael Shields, 

a former Vicar of St John’s, as guest preacher.  

Here are two reports of this wonderful occasion. 
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David Bonner writes… 

 

The day after our patronal 

festival there was a photo-

graph in The Times of specta-

tors at a parade in honour of 

St John in Minorca touching 

the chest of a rearing and 

richly decorated white horse 

for good luck.  That is per-

haps an idea worth consider-

ing in the future, but this year 

we stuck to a familiar and 

much loved formula in our 

celebration of the feast of our 

patron saint. 

 

As usual a sung Mass was at 

the centre of our celebration 

and, as usual, many people 

had worked hard to ensure 

that the church looked at its 

best, that the Mass was cele-

brated with proper solemnity, 

that the church resonated 

with beautiful music and that 

there was plenty to eat and 

drink in the parish room af-

terwards. Our thanks are due 

to all those who played their 

part in this. 

We welcomed a number of 

visitors, including the Town 

Mayor of Sevenoaks and the 
many musicians and singers 

who under John Hendry’s di-

rection reinforced our own 

choir in a Mass setting by Mo-

zart, KV 258.  As John said in 

his note in the order of ser-

Fr Michael with Fr Robin 
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vice, this was an enjoyable 

piece of music underlaid with 

a profound Christian belief 

and the fine performance by 

the choir and orchestra of 

both the Mozart and of John’s 

own anthem Ut Queant Laxis 

added to the beauty and joy 

of our worship. 

 

We were particularly pleased 

to welcome back our former 

Vicar, Canon Michael Shields 

SSC, as our preacher.  It was 

good to know that, despite 

his advancing years, he is 

still active (he is now Vice-

Warden of St Barnabas Col-

lege) and retains a strong 

interest in and affection for 

St John’s and its people. In 

his sermon he likened St 

John to a door hinge, a hum-

ble but important link be-

tween the old and new cove-

nants and a man who, 

though the greatest of the 

prophets, pointed to the 

Lamb of God as the one who 

alone can take away the sins 

of the world. Father Michael 

urged us to heed John’s call 

to us to repent and, since 

change is never easy, to per-

severe daily in turning round 

our lives with the help of the 

forgiveness and grace that 

Jesus provides. 

 

We are fortunate to have as 

our patron a man who played 

such a key role in salvation 

history and I would like to 

think that, though he is usu-

ally portrayed with a stern 

visage, he looked down with a 

smile of approval upon our 

efforts to honour him, both in 

the celebration of the Mass 

itself and in the more earthly 

sharing of food, drink and 

friendship that took place in 

the parish room afterwards.  

But I do wonder whether he 

would like us to add a white 

horse to the mix next year! 

 

 

 [Colour photos on back cover.] 
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MONEY MATTERS 
Thank you very much to all 

who give to the church and 

particularly those who have 

increased their giving recent-

ly. 

Unfortunately we have a 

shortfall of £350 per week. 

We need more giving to plug 

the gap and would you please 

consider an increase to exist-

ing giving or start giving.  

We are planning another Gift 

Day and further details will 

follow in due course.                         

If you are a tax payer would 

you please ensure that all 

your giving is under gift aid as 

this increases your gift to the 

church by 25% at no cost to 

yourself. Gift aid envelopes 

and other information are on 

the table at the back of the 

church. 

The total raised from the Ad-

ditional Curates Society 

lent boxes was £416. 

The retiring collection for 

Christian Aid realized £332 

and the one St John’s street 

collector raised £10. 

Thank you to all who contrib-

uted to the above. 

Any questions please contact 

me.                      

Douglas Seal (tel 456124) 

 

Our successful Pub Lunches have continued  

during 2016, most recently on Friday 1st July. 

There will be more after the summer  

holidays, so watch out for further dates. 

Many thanks to Terry and Marigold for  

organizing these events.  
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St John’s Branch meeting: 
 

Tuesday 12th July, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

(held at 12 Holmesdale Road) 

All welcome! 

 

 

The Wave of Prayer will be held in the Tonbridge Deanery 

on the afternoon of 15th July.   
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 



 18 



 

 

 

Some of the dis-

plays for our 

Flower Festival 

and Exhibition to 

celebrate Queen 

Elizabeth II’s 90th 

birthday. 



 

 

 

Our Patronal Festival celebrations – see pages 12 - 14 


