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Services: 

Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am     

       

  6.00pm       

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 
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Vicar Fr Robin Jones 

fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Curate Fr Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@stjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Bonner 
d-bonner@sky.com 

465853 

Churchwarden Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer Douglas Seal 456124 

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 
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The Vicar 
writes … 
By now I hope all the con-

gregation have heard the bell 

ringing out over our parish.  

It is good to hear it once 

again and thanks are owed to 

David Bonner, who in his ca-

pacity as Churchwarden, has, 

in essence, project managed 

the process.  The old, and 

often troublesome, rope has 

been removed, and an elec-

tronic mechanism installed.  

It means the bell now rings 

automatically, or if desired, 

at the flick of a switch!  

 

The bell at St John’s has of-

ten been troublesome, and 

the thickness of the folder 

marked ‘Bell’ in the Clergy 

House filing cabinet attests to 

this! 

 

The exact date of the addi-

tion of the bell-cote to St 

John’s in unknown, but the 

faculty for its installation was 

given on the 2nd of February 

1939.  The bell and bell-cote 

were given in memory of Ar-

thur Meeks, who for many 

years had been lay-reader in 

the parish.  The bell was 

blessed by the then Bishop of 

Rochester, the Rt. Revd. Dr 

Martin Linton Smith. He 

commented of Arthur Meeks 

that, “he never thrust himself 

forward or wanted recognition 

from men, but was content 

that he might serve God in 

his day and generation.”  The 

bell was 16” in diameter and 

dated from 1823, weighing 

94lbs. 
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At the same time a smaller 

bell of 11” was donated from 

the then Headmistress of 

West Heath School.  This bell 

was dated 1897, cast by John 

Warner and Sons and 

weighed 55lbs. Both were 

hung in the bell-cot, the Ar-

thur Meeks bell being used to 

ring before services, and the 

West Heath School bell being 

rung at the Sanctus.  

 

Sometime in the 1950s the 

Arthur Meeks bell cracked and 

ceased to be used, leaving 

the smaller bell also dam-

aged, and thus without a bell. 

We have a letter in the ar-

chive from Fr Heal in 1968  

enquiring about the possibility 

of a new bell, but it was not 

till a legacy given by Ethel 

Emily Bartholomew that work 

was carried out.  Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry recast the two 

old bells, adding new copper 

and tin, to a weight of around 

2cwts and tuned the bell to 

the note ‘A’.  It was blessed 

on the 12th March 1978 before 

its installation.  The inscrip-

tion on the bell reads ‘Laude-

tur Jesus Christvs (Praised by 

Jesus Christ) Given in mem-

ory of Arthur Meeks 1939 Re-

cast in memory of Ethel Emily 

Bartholomew 1978’.  There is 

a rather fuzzy picture of the 

bell on the headstock to the 

right of the altar at St John’s 

on the occasion of the bless-

ing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the bell was installed 

the rope continued to be 

troublesome.  There are let-

ters in the file from 1981, 

1983, 2007, all complaining 

Continued on p7 
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about the difficult of the 

rope. It was last repaired in 

2012, just before my arrival 

as Vicar.  When I rang it on 

the evening of my institution, 

I quickly realised there was 

no feed back, and to this day, 

I have no idea how many 

times I rang it!  Regrettably 

the rope broke again in 2013 

after we asked for someone 

to ring the bell before Sunday 

Mass regularly.  Keith Monk, 

now sadly departed, pur-

chased a hand bell and rang 

outside the Church regularly. 

He was hopeful of hearing 

the bell ring again before his 

death last year. 

 

As far as we know, bells have 

been used to summon Chris-

tians to worship since the 

fourth century.  There are 

certainly medieval bells in 

church towers up and down 

England.  Bells are a re-

minder to us of God’s pres-

ence in the world.  Our own 

bell now rings the Angelus, 

the memorial of the Incarna-

tion that we pray before Our 

Lady, three times a day, at 

9am, 12noon, and 6pm. 

(Technically it should ring at 

6am, but I am not convinced 

our neighbours would be too 

happy!)  If you can hear this 

perhaps you should take the 

reminder, stop and recite the 

Angelus.  It is a chance to al-

low God into your day, a few 

moments of meditation on 

God in our day.  It also rings 

before Mass each day, an-

other reminder that we might 

find the twenty minutes or so 

to be with God. To those who 

have no knowledge of our 

Church, faith, or work, it is a 

daily reminder that St John’s 

is open for the worship of 

God.  A reminder to us, then, 

to worship, a prompter for 

others simply to come and 

see. 
 

Fr. Robin  

 

Continued from p5 



 8 

 



 9 

What’s on at St John’s… 
 

Messy Church – see p8. 

Bible Study group, on 2nd Tuesday of the month at 19 Hitchen Hatch 

Lane. 

Mothers’ Union, St John’s Branch – see p26. 

 

SUNDAY 13th MARCH 2016 
 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 
 

after the 10.00 am Mass 
 

If you are on the electoral roll, please do come along 

and hear reports of activities in the last year, an up-

date on Church finances and on the fabric of the 

church.  There will also be the annual election of 

Churchwardens and 10 members to the PCC. 
 

Lent Lunch 
Sunday 13

th
 March 

after the Annual Parish Church Meeting 

 

Tickets: £5 for adults, children free  

Preserves will also be on sale 
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Among the specific tasks 

given to a Deacon and set out 

in the Ordinal is the call to be 

"faithful in prayer" and "ex-

pectant and watchful for the 

signs of God's presence." On 

my ordination retreat I was 

encouraged to get into the 

habit of re-reading the Ordinal 

every few months as a useful 

way to focus my own reflec-

tion on my ministry. When 

doing this recently I was 

struck by the similarities be-

tween this part of the Ordinal 

and the experience of Lent.  

 

Keeping a prayerful watch is, 

of course, what we are most 

obviously doing on the eve-

ning of Maundy Thursday and 

on Good Friday. However, it 

perhaps also encapsulates the 

aim behind some of our 

Lenten disciplines. We clear 

away some of the luxuries in 

life and train ourselves afresh 

to focus more fully on God. 

Prayer will be a crucial part of 

this process.   

  

One of the things I am most 

grateful to St Stephen's 

House for giving me is two 

academic years of life steeped 

in prayer. The daily obligation 

to attend chapel for Morning 

and Evening Prayer, and the 

opportunity to attend a daily 

Mass are the bedrock of life 

and formation at the House. 

But despite this abundance of 

opportunity, which is carried 

on in our parish life, I find 

that prayer is an inexhaustible 

necessity. Whether it is the 

more formal setting of the 

Daily Office or the quiet, re-

petitive, meditative prayer of 

the Rosary, or indeed simple 

From the curate … 
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stillness in the presence of 

God, all are like oxygen to our 

faith. So perhaps we should  

see the extra time to pray in 

Lent as filling our spiritual 

lungs, so to speak.  

 

In our Lent study course and 

in our Lectionary on Sunday 

we are being reminded of the 

times that Jesus prayed. It is 

noticeable that when He did 

so He took himself, and some 

companions, away. At the 

Transfiguration He goes to the 

mountain, mountains being 

one of the places where we 

find encounters with God 

throughout the Bible.  

 

In his excellent 'Lent Reflec-

tions' the American Bishop, 

Robert Barron challenges us 

to consider "Where is your 

mountain?" Another way of 

putting this question might 

be: how do we create a space 

in which we can, as the Ordi-

nal puts it, be faithful in 

prayer, expectant and watch-

ing for God? Perhaps you 

have a personal routine of 

daily or weekly prayer centred 

on a place where you can be 

still and not distracted. Or 

perhaps it is a mental space 

created anywhere when pray-

ing the Rosary or the Jesus 

Prayer, or the Angelus, 

spurred on by the sound of 

our church bell! Routine is of-

ten viewed suspiciously and 

spontaneity prized, but in 

prayer if we are to find a 

mountain, a place where we 

might hope to encounter God, 

I suspect routine is a helpful 

means to that end. Our parish 

Rosary group offers such a 

place. Do contact me if you 

would like to try this form of 

prayer.      

 

Fr Matthew 
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Views from the scaffolding! 
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Holy Week: 

Palm Sunday –  March 20th  

 8am Said Mass 

10am Parish Mass with Procession &    
         Palms 
 

Maundy Thursday -  March 24th    

8pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper with  

washing of feet and procession to the  

Altar of Repose.   
The watch is kept till midnight. 
 

Good Friday – March 25th   

 10am Stations of the Cross 

 3pm The Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

 

Easter 2015: 

Holy Saturday – March 26th   

9.30am Office of Readings &      

Morning Prayer 

10am   Children’s Making of the  

Easter Garden 

8pm The Easter Vigil 

Easter Day – March 27th   

 8am   Mass of Easter Dawn 

 10am The Family Mass 

 followed by Children’s  
 Easter Egg Hunt 
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Notes from our parish history… 
 

The Original East Window 
 

Our beautiful East Window is not the original, which was destroyed in 
1940 by enemy action.  The Parish Magazines have proved to be a 
source of information regarding the early days of St John’s, but what 
a pity photos were not available in the early 20th century. 

 
January 1903 

Mr. Hemming has sent a beauti-

ful design for the East Window.  

“Our Lord in Glory” will cost 

£190.  (Donations requested.) 

June 1904 

The East Window Fund 

We are glad to be able to an-

nounce that this fund is growing 

apace – only about £70 is re-

quired as we have had two very 

generous donations. 

The colour in the East End will 

greatly improve the beauty of 

our Church.  The subject: “Our 

Lord in lorry”, which has been 

chosen is full of Hope and may 

induce some who have lost dear 

ones gone before to contribute.  

The centre and one of the side 

lights are already bespoken as 

particular gifts. 

October 1904 

The East Window 

The Bishop of Dover was coming 

to dedicate it on All Saints Day.  

Unfortunately, some of the 

glass got broken and it will not 

be up till about Nov. 30th, but 

the Bishop of Dover most kindly 

says he will try to arrange to 

come and dedicate it about that 

date and the pulpit. 

Dedication of the East Window 

and Pulpit 

In spite of the unexpected win-

try weather our church was well 

filled on the afternoon of No-

vember 22nd, the occasion of the 
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dedication of the new east win-

dow and pulpit.  

The Bishop of Dover, who some 

years ago laid the foundation 

stone of the present chancel, 

kindly came to dedicate these 

latest offerings. 

Precisely at three o’clock the 

Bishop arrived at the south door 

of the church and was met by 

the cross-bearer, choir and 

clergy of the deanery, Mr. 

Knight acting as chaplain to his 

lordship. Hymn 298 was sung as a 

processional. Evensong was taken 

by the Vicar. The First and Sec-

ond Lessons were read respec-

tively by the Rector of 

Sevenoaks and the Rural Dean. 

The office hymn was 448. The 

Bishop then proceeded to unveil 

and dedicate the east window, 

with the words “In the faith of 

Jesus Christ.”  

He next dedicated the pulpit, 

and after Hymn 299 gave a very 

appropriate and interesting ad-

dress on S. John 1st chapter 4th 

verse, “In him was life; and the 

Life was the Light of men,” 

pointing out that the Christian 

character should be like stained 

glass, transparent, guileless but 

not colourless, but full of vir-

tues; and as a window was noth-

ing without light so the Christian 

needed the Light of Christ to 

shine through and animate his 

life.  

After the service the choir and 

many of our friends met the 

Bishop at tea in the schools. 

 

____________ 

 

 

The window was replaced some-

time in the 1950s.  The two men 

who installed it lodged in my 

parents’ house. 

Marigold Seal 
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FRENCH RIVER CRUISE –  
LE RHÔNE et LA SAÔNE – October, 2015 

 

Some memories and observations 

 We flew to Marseilles from 

Heathrow and were then taken 

by bus to Avignon.  Here we 

joined our long River Cruise 

Boat, now seemingly the most 

numerous of the craft on the 

Rhone.  From earliest times riv-

ers in France carried most of the 

heavy traffic up and down the 

country and even quite recently 

after WWII the French invested 

heavily in a system of new locks. 

As on the Danube last year, we 

now saw very little other traffic, 

and hopefully, as with the canals 

in Britain, tourism has come to 

the rescue. 
 

Avignon is a large thriving city 

and its centre is still surrounded 

by a complete set of medieval 

walls.  The old Pope’s Palace 

and other surrounding buildings 

are spectacular features of the 

city.  The Palace is an un-spoilt 

survival from the 14th Century 

and was built when the Pope 

moved from Rome in 1309 fol-

lowing political difficulties.  

Seven Popes resided there until 

1377, when Gregory XI re-

turned to Rome.  However, after 

his death in 1378, the Cardinals 

of the Sacred College were hos-

tile to reforms introduced by 

Urban VI and elected a second 

Pope, Clement VII, who went 

back to Avignon.  With two 

Popes a great ‘Schism’ ensued in 

the Catholic Church.  Eventu-

ally this was ended with the 

election of Martin V in 1417.  A 

single Pope was then restored to 

Rome, but Avignon, like other 

areas (for example Cluny with 

its famous abbey) remained un-

der Papal control until being 

seized during the French Revo-

lution in 1791. 
 

The Rhone at Avignon is di-

vided by a large island in the 



 17 

river and this was once spanned 

by the Bridge of St Bénézet.  It 

comprised some 22 arches right 

across the island to the far bank. 

It was originally built in the 

12thC and later restored in the 

15thC, but after continual de-

struction from river flooding, it 

was abandoned in the mid 

17thC. Only 4 arches now re-

main, with a gatehouse and 

chapel connecting to the east 

bank.  Dancing used to take 

place under the arches spanning 

the land at this point, giving rise 

to the famous song ‘Sous le Pont 

d’Avignon’, now often incor-

rectly changed to ‘Sur le Pont 

…’. There was never room for 

dancing on the bridge which, 

being built for horse traffic, is far 

too narrow. 
 

From Avignon we went down 

river for a day at Arles, an an-

cient Roman city.  It was also a 

city where Van Gogh lived and 

we visited his Café on the old 

Place de Forum and the hospital 

where he was taken after he cut 

off his ear.  The city still has its 

original Roman arena, which 

was restored in the 19th century 

when later buildings were re-

moved from the interior.  It was 

built in AD 90, could seat over 

20,000 spectators and provided 

entertainment with gladiators 

and chariot races. Today, it 

draws large crowds for 

bullfighting during the Arles 

Festival,  as well as plays and 

concerts in summer.  Our guide 

was quick to support the former 

activity, saying that Arles had 

received the patronage of the 

Emperor Napoleon III.  She 

tried to convince us that 

bullfighting was a heritage sport, 

not cruel, that the bulls enjoyed 

the engagement and anyway it 

was good for tourism and pro-

vided excellent local beef.  Her 

comments were greeted by us 

with silence. 
 

We returned to Avignon that 
night and the next evening sailed 

north up the Rhone. 

David Candlin 

 

[To be continued] 
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MONEY MATTERS 

The annual church accounts 

for the year to 31 December 

2015 have now been prepared 

and copies will be available 

for the annual meeting on 13 

March 2016.  

Total Income in the year 

amounted to £88,484 and To-

tal Expenditure amounted to 

£103,950. This has produced 

a deficit of £15,466, made up 

of special costs of £8,316 and 

an ordinary deficit of £7,150. 

It is anticipated that our costs 

will again exceed our income 

in 2016. If we are to break-

even in 2016 we need to in-

crease our stewardship giving.  

If you wish to commence giv-

ing by means of a banker’s 

order or complete a gift aid 

form for the first time, please 

collect the appropriate form 

from the back of the church 

and note on the form if you 

wish to start using steward-

ship envelopes.  

Thank you very much to all 

who give by bankers order 

(the most efficient method) or 

stewardship envelopes and 

particular thanks to those who 

have increased their giving. 

More details of income and 

expenditure for 2015 will be 

available in the Annual Report 

and Accounts.  

Please speak to me if you 

have any queries.     

Douglas Seal (tel 456124) 

 



 19 

  
  
 

 

 

 
PCC Allo-

cation 
Specific 

Collections 

 £ £ 

Overseas   

USPG 75  

Christian  Aid (retiring collections)-  CA week  250 

Poverty and Hope  213 

Diocese of St Helena 175  

                              - Retiring collection  251 

 250 714 

Home   

St John's C E Primary School 1000  

Additional Curates Society - Lent Boxes   458 

Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust 175  

Gideons 175  

            - Retiring collection  197 

Kent Churches Ride and Stride  236 

Crisis - Christmas collections  499 

Shelter - Christmas collections  499 

C of E Children's Society-Christingle collection  308 

 1350 2197 

Total - per Accounts 1600 2911 

   
 
 
The above figures show the PCC's Charitable Donations for 2015. 

The policy has continued with 5% of general income being  
allocated by the PCC and a greater emphasis on specific collections. 
 
 

Douglas Seal 

Charitable Donations 2015 
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SUPPORT for Charity works 
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Monday 

 

9.30am – 10.30am  Pilates    – Emma Rushby 

Cleaner 

5.00pm – 6.30pm   Brownies – Eleanor Baldwin 

7.30pm – 8.30pm Circuit Training - Jean Bissett 

 

Tuesday 

10.00am – 12 noon Jo Jingles - Juliet Nutland Frankel 

Sevenoaks Players November – April – Pat Smith 

 

Wednesday 

7.00pm – 8.00pm   Zumba –               Sophie Johnson 

8.00pm – 9.00pm   Adult Tap Dancing  –      “          “ 

 

Thursday 

9.30am – 12 noon   Jolly Tots – Pia Tucker 

1.00pm – 4.00pm    Food Bank – Carole Bonner 

Messy Church every six weeks – 3.30pm -5.30pm Fr Robin 

7.00pm – 9.00pm Klav Maga - Self Defence (new course) – Pieter 

Boyce 

 

Saturday 

Mainly Birthday Parties 

 

Sunday 

10.00am – 11.00am  Sunday School 

11.00am – 12 noon  Refreshments 

St John’s Hall usage 
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Gardener’s Corner  
The gardener’s spring arrives in March.  Make sure you get started in 

the veg plot. 

• Sow early peas: ‘Onward’ and ‘Hurst Green Shaft’. 

• Sow the following in cold frames or nursery beds: brassicas, 

leeks, Brussels sprouts, lettuce. 

• Sow onions in rich soil.   

• Make main sowings of summer spinach, turnips, parsley. 

• Lift and divide clumps of chives. 

• Plant early potatoes at the end of March.  Main crop are 

planted mid-June to early July.  Make sure your soil and 

weather conditions are right; remember Jack Frost can catch 

you out any time! 

• Lift and divide large, congested clumps of herbaceous plants.  

Mulch the soil in borders and around fruit trees with a thick 

layer of compost. 

• Remember on your first cut of the lawn to put your mower 

blade up high. 

The time has now come for me to hang up my trowel and close the 

greenhouse door for the last time.  Age and circumstances beyond my 

control have brought me to retirement.  I shall miss writing these 

notes, which I hope have been of some interest and of use to you.  

I am now going to drown my sorrows with a LARGE G & T. 

Remember, as dear old gran used to say, next year will be the best 

year ever. 

Enjoy your garden, 

David Edmeads 

 
David has been a regular (and prompt!) contributor to ‘About St John’s’ 

for many years.  A huge THANK YOU for all his gardening advice and 
very best wishes to David and Margaret. 
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 
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The first two Pub Lunches in 2016 will be 

on 

Friday 4th March 

The Stanhope Arms, Brasted 

 

Friday 6th May 

Venue to be confirmed 

 

More details from Terry or Marigold. 
 

St John’s Branch meetings: 
 

Tuesday 8th March, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

Tuesday 12th April, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

 (held at 12 Holmesdale Road) 

All welcome! 

Church cleaners… 

To keep our Church looking beautiful� 

We would much appreciate more people to help clean the Church 

on a Saturday morning, once a month.  It usually only takes an 

hour.    
If you are able to help please contact Jacqueline Dungay. 

Brass cleaners are also needed> every two months for about an 
hour, day and time flexible.  Please see Marigold Seal if you are 
able to help. 
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            Chrism Mass 
 

                Tuesday 22
nd
 March 

 

                12noon 
 

at Canterbury Cathedral, in the Crypt 
 

Soup and sandwich lunch afterwards. 
 
We will either go down by car or train. There will be a list to sign at 
the back of church for those who would like to attend. 

 

   Forward in Faith 
   Rochester 
 
 

Palm Sunday, 20
th
 March 

 

Service of Reconciliation 
 

5pm 
 

St John the Baptist, Sevenoaks 
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The modern pantomime, in es-

sence both topical and comic, 

has developed from a much ear-

lier tradition, although by the 

1800s children were being taken 

to the theatre to see the Harle-

quinade.  Our tradition for the 

Parish Panto here at St John’s 

doesn’t quite date back that far, 

but we have just performed our 

twentieth panto and are planning 

the 21st birthday celebration 

next January – put the date in 

your diaries now: Saturday 7th 

January 2017! 

 

It all began back in 1996, when 

the late Fr Paul Wakelin, then 

curate at St John’s, suggested a 

Parish Panto.  This first produc-

tion was loosely based on Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs 
(but there were eight!) and in-

volved a pilgrimage to source 

some holy water to revive the 

dwarfs after they had been be-

witched.  Since then, it has not 

been the outlandishly improbable 

plots, the outstanding Oscar-

winning acting or the exception-

ally high standard of music and 

The Parish Panto 

audience participation that has 

kept this as an annual event, but 

the fact that the cast are all 

enthusiastic volunteers(!) from 

our congregation and clergy and 

span ages from about three to… 

well, let’s say over seventy.   

 

The panto is written especially 

for those taking part and in-

cludes a light-hearted look at 

topical local news.  It is re-

hearsed only on the day of the 

performance and doesn’t claim 

to be the perfect theatrical ex-

perience but is a time when 

those of all ages can ‘let down 

their hair’, enjoy fellowship to-

gether and entertain their fami-

lies and friends.  This was Fr 

Paul’s original vision and some-

thing we have striven to con-

tinue to this day. 

 

This year’s panto, The Bell of 
Ourchurch, saw Marigold Seal as 
the main script-writer, from an 

idea by Graham Davison.  Photos 

are on the opposite page and in 

colour on the back cover pages.  
 

Carol Cheeseman 
     



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

New Year’s Walk, 

following Mass & 

Brunch 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

  


