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Remembrance services at The Alpine  

Nursing Home… 

… and at Gloucester 
House 
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Services: 
Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 

 

P
a
r
is

h
 C

o
n

ta
c
ts

 

Vicar Fr Robin Jones 

fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Curate Fr Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@stjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Bonner 
d-bonner@sky.com 

465853 

Churchwarden Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer Douglas Seal 456124 

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 
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- Ipsum 

The Vicar 

writes … 

As most of you are aware, I 

have just arrived from two 

delightful weeks in France, in 

particular, Normandy.  An 

autumn holiday in Normandy 

is certainly not a time for 

seeking some summer sun 

but it is a delightful place to 

spend time.  Having been a 

few time before, we have a 

fairly established pattern of 

where we visit and when. 

 

One of the nearest sites is 

the great Abbey at Le Bec 

Hellouin.  The abbey sits in a 

valley just a couple of miles 

from where we stay, and I 

always endeavour to pop in. 

Like so much of the area, the 

abbey was part of the tenth 

century flowering that saw 

the foundation of a whole 

number of religious commu-

nities.  It was to become a 

great and important centre of 

learning in the centuries to 

come.  It was also to be an 

institution that linked the 

Church in France and the 

Church in England together. 

Three of the Abbots were to 

become Archbishops of Can-

terbury, Lanfranc, St Anselm, 

and Theobald, and three 

monks were to become Bish-

ops of our own Diocese, 

Rochester: Hernost, Gundulf, 

and Ernulf.  Indeed the Lon-

don suburb of Tooting Bec is 

called such, because Bec Ab-

bey owned the land! 

 

Unfortunately, Bec was to be 

closed at the time of the 
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French Revolution and the 

Abbey Church demolished. 

For many years the buildings 

were used by the military till 

in 1948 a new community 

was founded at Bec.  The pre-

sent community has made a 

particular charism out of its 

links with Anglican Christians 

and Bec has become a place 

where Archbishops of Canter-

bury go on retreat.  The 

community holds a substan-

tial library on Anglicanism and 

there is a warm welcome and 

commitment to the ecumeni-

cal journey.  In the Church 

itself there is a plaque dedi-

cated towards the pursuit of 

unity between Canterbury Ca-

thedral and the Abbey.  

The scandal of Christian disu-

nity is a difficult subject.  We 

all know it to be against 

Christ’s great prayer in the 

garden of Gethsemane, and 

yet we are unable to sort it 

out easily.  There is a tenden-

cy amongst some Christians 

to disregard the ecumenical 

movement as something that 

has failed to achieve any-

thing.  This is both wrong and 

unfair. The truth is that great 

strides have been taken, 

whilst great barriers remain. 

Nevertheless we should not 

stop, but rather continue in 

what will certainly be a long 

road. 

Continued on p7 
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I would like to commend two 

things for you in the coming 

year. 

The first is the Week of Pray-

er for Christian Unity. This 

will take place between the 

18th and 25th of January 

2016.  On Sunday the 18th of 

January there will be the 

‘United Service’ at St Mary 

Kippington at 6.30pm.  This 

is something we should strive 

to support. Through the week 

there are daily prayers at the 

various Churches.  St John’s 

will host these on the 22nd of 

January. It would be good if 

there is a substantial congre-

gation at the 10am Mass that 

day to welcome visitors. 

The second is being suggest-

ed by our Bishop, the Bishop 

of Richborough.  Pope Francis 

has asked that this year be a 

‘Year of Mercy’.  Bishop Nor-

man has asked that the par-

ishes under his care also 

keep this theme.  He has 

published a letter, which you 

will find elsewhere in this 

magazine.  To this end there 

will be a festival in Canterbury 

Cathedral on the 9th of July at 

12noon.  I hope many of you 

will make the time and come 

down to Canterbury for this.  

There will also be prayer cards 

to be distributed and you are 

asked to pray the prayer eve-

ry day along with Bishop 

Norman. Whilst the idea of the 

year has come from Pope 

Francis, mercy is something 

that we personally, the church 

corporately, and all of society 

needs to know of.  Fundamen-

tally, it is at the heart of our 

faith.  To celebrate the ‘Year 

of Mercy’ in conjunction with 

Christians worldwide is anoth-

er step on that journey of uni-

ty. 

Please pray for other Chris-

tians, and the Churches, both 

new and old, that through 

prayer, cooperation and love, 

we may be one.  

Fr Robin 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued from p5 
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What’s on at St John’s… 
 

Messy Church – see p8. 

Bible Study group, on 2nd Tuesday of the month (except December: 3rd 

Tuesday, 15th) at 19 Hitchen Hatch Lane. 

Saturday 12th December 4-5pm: Advent ‘Time Out’.  Refreshment 

and rest from hectic Christmas preparations.  A short talk on Our  

Lady’s role in the Christmas story, followed by quiet reflection and 

prayer. 

Mothers’ Union, St John’s Branch – see p26. 

Parish Panto & Party, Saturday 9th January at 6pm in the Church 

Hall – see p15. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2016 
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from 18 to 25 January is a 

worldwide movement of Christians of many denominations, lan-

guages, and great diversity of race and culture, who are engaged in 

praying and working for the unity of Christians in the service of the 

wider redemption, unity and peace of all peoples.  

The theme for the 2016 week is ‘Salt of the Earth’. 

United Services have been held in Sevenoaks for many years.  The 

2016 service will be at St Mary’s Church, Riverhead on Sunday 17th  

January 2016 at 6.30pm (just before the start of the Week). 

Daily Prayers have been arranged at a different church each day 

from Monday to Saturday.  The Prayers will be held at St John’s on 

Friday 22nd January at 10.30am (please support). 

Douglas Seal 
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In his essay 'Christmas' G.K. 

Chesterton argues that "it is 

the very essence of a festival 

that it breaks upon one bril-

liantly and abruptly, that at 

one moment the great day is 

not and the next moment the 

great day is." Chesterton 

would not have approved of 

the commercial extension of 

Christmas into November 

which we can observe in our 

own time.  However, he was-

n't a Scrooge-like figure given 

to shouting "humbug!" at an-

yone enjoying themselves. In 

fact, by all accounts, he liked 

a party and he was very keen 

on the traditions of Christmas. 

What lies behind Chesterton's 

point is that he got the point 

of Advent, a time of prepara-

tion, distinct and different 

from Christmas. Perhaps 

Christmas can lose some of 

its brilliance for us because it 

already seems to be upon us 

by the beginning of Decem-

ber.  Advent is a season that 

offers us much to think and 

pray about.  I shall be explor-

ing  Advent, with reference to 

Mary, as part of our 'Advent 

Time Out' event between 4-

5pm on Saturday 12th De-

cember.  So do come along 

and join us, all are very wel-

come.     

 

For me this year will be very 

different.  It is of course the 

first Advent that I have been 

in Holy Orders. Practically 

speaking things will change.  I 

used to finish work at about 

the time I shall be busiest this 

year, and the shape of our 

family Christmas will change 

From the curate … 
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as we are now over a hundred 

miles away from the nearest 

family members. However, I 

shall be doing what countless 

Deacons have done since the 

time of the Early Church. So 

for me Advent and Christmas 

will be refreshed, not by seek-

ing out novelty, but rather by 

being more immersed in the 

tradition of the Church.  Those 

traditions offer us all, whether 

lay or ordained, great oppor-

tunities to grow in our faith, 

and I am looking forward to 

sharing that experience with 

everyone at St John's.   

 

I shall also look forward to 

Boxing Day or the 'Feast of 

Stephen' as the carol 'Good 

King Wenceslas' calls it. Ste-

phen was one of the first Dea-

cons and the patron of the 

College where I trained. I al-

ways think the accounts of his 

martyrdom are encouraging 

not only for his example of 

unwavering faith, but also for 

their indication of the way 

God is at work in our lives. 

We might not always feel that 

our lives match up to those 

lived by the Saints. But like 

them perhaps we don't imme-

diately see the fullness of the 

fruits of God's work through 

us. In The Acts of the Apos-

tles we are told that Saul was 

one of those who encountered 

Stephen, saw the strength of 

his faith, and even approved 

of his execution. We might 

wonder what part that experi-

ence had in shaping the life of 

the man we venerate as St 

Paul.    

 

I hope that you have a 

prayerful and enriching Ad-

vent and, when it comes, a 

wonderful Christmas. 

 

Fr Matthew 
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 Jolly Tots, which meets on a Thursday morning from 9.30 

am  – 12 noon in the Church Hall, is a group for Pre-Primary 

school children and their Parents or Carers.   It is in  

desperate need of a new leader.   The leader does not have 

to be a Parent.   If you are willing to help this group, please 

contact Fr. Robin or Fr. Matthew. 

Wednesday 23rd December 
 

We will be making Christingles in 

the Church Hall on Wednesday 

23rd December after the 7pm 

mass.   From 7.30pm - anyone 

who would like to come and help 

will be very welcome. 

 

Our Christingle service on 

Christmas Eve is always very 

popular, so we need to make 

plenty of Christingles…  Please try 

to spare an hour to help! 

Help needed… 
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THE BELL AND OTHER WORK IN PROGRESS 

 

You have probably noticed 

that a scaffolding platform 

was erected around the bell 

cote on the last day of Octo-

ber (see photograph).  

Watching with admiration as 

the scaffolders scrambled 

around on the top of the 

chancel roof as darkness fell, 

I felt glad that I had opted for 

an earth bound career.  A 

week later the diocesan advi-

sor on bells came to measure 

our bell and an electrical 

striking mechanism is now 

being made to fit it by Taylors 

of Loughborough, one of only 

two firms of bellfounders in 

the country. In the next few 

weeks electricians will be lay-

ing a cable from the bell cote 

so that when the diocesan 

bells advisor returns to fit the 

striking mechanism he can 

connect the bell to a power 

supply and control box in the 

sacristy corridor.  In early De-

cember we will also be receiv-

ing a visit from the diocesan 

advisor on lightning protec-

tion who will be checking that 

the new electrics in the bell 

cote are properly integrated 

into our lightning protection 

system.  Dealing with all 

these different experts has 

been quite an education.  It 

would be nice to think that 

the bell will be ringing out in 

celebration of Christmas, but 

I can offer no guarantee of 

that. 
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Our architect and our roofer 

have also visited this month 

and have recommended that 

we carry our some minor re-

pairs on the bell cote itself 

while the scaffolding is in 

place.  This may well be a 

once in a generation oppor-

tunity to gain access to the 

bell cote and the PCC has 

agreed that we should go 

ahead with this work.   

 

These are not the only chang-

es taking place.  While Father 

Robin was away Richard Dia-

mond took down the wall be-

tween the parish office and 

the room in which the parish 

archives are kept.  We now 

have a large, light, attractive 

room which can be used for a 

variety of purposes, including 

as a venue for meetings.  

Work is also about to start on 

repairing the open joints in 

Mary-Clare at work in the revamped parish office. 
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the churchyard wall, on re-

building the gate post on the 

frontage to St John’s Hill that 

came down in the summer 

and on replacing the three 

damaged fence panels adja-

cent to it with a yew hedge.  

And Graham Davison will soon 

be installing a television 

screen by the entrance to the 

church so that, when the 

church is locked, passers by 

will be able to watch a video 

loop showing something of our 

worship and activities. 

 

Looking a little further ahead, 

we are planning, subject to 

the agreement of the diocese 

and of the local planning au-

thority, to put up new sign-

age, including an illuminated 

noticeboard, and to floodlight 

the west front of the church 

at night.  The rationale under-

lying all these changes, and 

justifying the expenditure of 

money from our capital as-

sets, is that they will help to 

remind people in our parish 

that there is an active, wor-

shipping and welcoming 

church community in their 

midst and to encourage them 

to think about joining us.   

David Bonner 

 

 

 

Parish Panto 
& Party 

 

Saturday 9th January 2016 
6pm 

 

THE BELLS OF  
ST JOHN’S 

 



 16 

St John’s School 
As usual we are having a very 

busy and productive term at St 

John’s.  Please look out for our 

new website due to be launched 

in the second week of Decem-

ber.  This should give a really 

good picture of life at our lovely 

school.  

Over this term every class has 

been out of school to experi-

ence their learning in context. 

Reception walked to Sevenoaks 

library for stories and are this 

week returning to school in their 

pyjamas for a bedtime story by 

candlelight. Year 1 have been 

studying the 1987 storm; they 

learn in the forest each week 

and last week spent the morning 

at the Vine putting their maths 

to good use counting and meas-

uring trees.  Year 2 travelled to 

London to see Buckingham Pal-

ace, Nelson’s Column, the Hous-

es of Parliament and enjoyed a 

pizza together.  Year 3 spent 

the day as Stone Age children 

as well as visiting Sevenoaks 

Wildlife while studying Rocks 

and Fossils.  Year 4 had first-

hand experience of the journey 

of a river at the Horton Kirby 

Centre, while Year 5 tested 

their Tudor knowledge visiting 

Hever Castle. A trip to Down 

House put Year 6’s Evolution and 

Inheritance learning into con-

text. 

KS2 children had a thoroughly 

enjoyable and educational af-

ternoon last week watching a 

superb Wally Hall production of 

Peter Pan. How fortunate we are 

to be able to watch such high 

quality drama, on our doorstep, 

at no cost.  

Years 5 and 6 have a great de-

sign technology opportunity next 

week. The Bloodhound  Project 

centres on Bloodhound SCC, a 

supersonic car that is designed 

not only to go faster than the 
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speed of sound (supersonic) but 

to over 1,000mph (1,600km/h). 

It will cover a mile in just 3.6 

seconds. 

Our pupils are invited to join the 

adventure and take part in this 

International Challenge to de-

sign, to build and race a model 

rocket powered car and become 

a Guinness World Record holder!  

Check our website after the 7th 

to see how our engineers of the 

future faired in this contest! 

 

 

 The classrooms are buzzing with happy learning and all the prepara-

tions for our Nativity and Carol Service.  This year every carol will be 

accompanied by the school orchestra as well as our talented school 

choir.   

You are very welcome to join us at any of our Christmas celebrations.  

Please notify the school office if you wish to reserve a place. 

Nativity: 2pm Tuesday and Wednesday 15th and 16th December, Ship 

Theatre, Walthamstow Hall 

Carol Service: 6pm Tuesday 15th December, St John’s Church 

Sally Quirk 

 

Story time for  

Reception at  

Sevenoaks Library 
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Merciful like the Father 
 

Year of Mercy Pastoral Letter to be read in place of (or in addition to) 
the Homily for Advent 2 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
It’s hard to believe that it was three years ago that we embarked on a se-
ries of gatherings to mark Pope Benedict’s Year of Faith. It was still early 
days for me as your Bishop, and the events that took place that year 
helped to shape us into what I’m now proud to call the ‘Richborough Fam-
ily’. 
 
Family is important. It is the context in which we learn to relate to those 
around us and through which we extend welcome and friendship towards 
others. The family is where we first experience love, and learn the need 
for compassion and forgiveness.  As God’s family, the Church has a divine 
mandate to extend his compassion and forgiveness to all people, and to 
actively seek out those who feel estranged from him and abandoned by 
their fellow human beings. 
 
In response to this ‘Gospel imperative’ the Church Universal will inaugu-
rate a ‘Year of Mercy’ beginning on the feast of Mary’s Conception this 
coming Tuesday. Over the next twelve months we will seek a new out-
pouring of the grace of Holy Spirit so that peoples the world over may dis-
cover afresh the inexhaustible love of God in his Son Jesus Christ.  
 
In proclaiming this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has been inspired and 
moved by the parable of the Good Samaritan; for in rescuing the man who 
fell among thieves, in binding his wounds and providing for his care, he 
became the ‘one who showed mercy’, unlike the Priest and the Levite who 
ignored him. As members of the Richborough Family, we too are called to 
“go and do likewise.” We must ensure that God’s mercy is made manifest 
within our Parishes, our places of work, our homes and beyond! As the 
prophet Isaiah proclaims in the opening antiphon for Mass today (Advent 
2), “Behold the Lord will come to save the nations and the Lord will make 
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the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your hearts.” (Isaiah 30.19, 30) 
 
As we continue this Advent season, John the Baptist calls us to “Prepare 
the way of the Lord” that we might joyfully receive him again when we 
celebrate the wonder of the Incarnation.  And yet, as the prophet Baruch 
proclaims, the ‘light and joy’ with which God guides his people cannot be 
separated from his ‘mercy and integrity’. This Christmas, amidst the ‘light 
and joy’ of our worship, fellowship and time spent with family and friends, 
can we also make room for ‘mercy and integrity’ in our celebrations? Will 
we hear the prayer of Saint Paul in today’s second reading that our “love 
for each other may increase more and more” (Philippians 1.9) so that we 
may be fully prepared for “the Day of Christ”? Can we perform those out-
ward works of love and mercy so that “All mankind shall see the salvation 
of God”? (Luke 3.6) 
 
As we take up this challenge, I invite to join with me at one of the four 
designated Cathedrals across the Richborough Area: in Lincoln, Norwich, 
St Alban’s and Canterbury, where we will meet for fellowship, worship 
and Bible Study. To prepare us for these gatherings, I encourage you to 
make use of the prayer cards being distributed to everyone in our Church-
es and to pray, with me, the ‘Year of Mercy’ prayer each day of this Jubi-
lee Year. I would also encourage you to express outwardly our corporate 
commitment by ordering a ‘Year of Mercy’ wristband or buying one of the 
specially commissioned ‘Year of Mercy’ lapel badges (your Parish Priest 
will have the details). Above all, commit yourself to attending at least one 
of the Year of Mercy events – put the dates in your diary now! May these 
resources and opportunities prompt us to discern where our compassion 
is needed and remind us to be merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful.   
 
I have every confidence that, together, we will support this initiative and 
that our Churches will experience genuine renewal in obedience to this 
special call; to know, to value and to share the love and mercy of God. 
 
May God bless you and all those whom you love as we approach the 
Christmas season! 
 

+ Norman Richborough  
 
#RichboroughYearOfMercy 
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Notes from our parish history… 
‘The Top of the Hill’           Marigold Seal 

 
 

The shops at the top of St. John’s Hill have changed little over the 

years, particularly the row of shops in Dartford Road, almost opposite 

Mount Harry Road.  Originally this was known as ‘The Terrace’.  

In the 1880s the needs of the local residents were fulfilled by – 

George Avis – Baker & Confectioner, in number 1. 

Frederick Buckham – Chemist, followed by Edward Fry - Chemist and 

druggist, in number 2. 

Edwards and Son – Butcher, in number 3. 

Ian Barker - Coffee tavern manager, in number 4.  

These establishments formed the nucleus of the little ‘village’ which 

has continued until the present day.  The proprietors remained for 

years and were well-known, respected members of the community.  

The chemist has remained in the same building until today.  

By 1891 the chemist’s had been taken over by Reuben Barrat.  At this 

time ink was made and sold in the shop in addition to medicines etc. Mr 

Barrat was followed in the 1920s by Alex Beveridge and in the late 

1940s by Edward Shirras, who will be remembered by many, until his 

retirement in the 1970s. 

Ed Shirras was very well known in the parish.  He was a churchwarden 

at St John’s Church and his wife, Alice, was equally well-known for her 

voluntary work with the Children’s Society as well as at the church. 

One of Ed’s passions was his traction engine, of which he was very 

proud.  After he retired Mr and Mrs Price took over and they were 

followed by Mr Scholfield.  Today the shop is run by Day Lewis. 
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Do you recognise this 

well-known St. John’s 

couple who served in 

Beveridge’s for a 

number of years? 

Answer - David and Margaret Edmeads.  

David was actually employed twice at the shop - the first time as a fourteen 

year old as a delivery boy.  He returned years later after he had been in the 

navy. 
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MONEY MATTERS 

Total giving has increased by 4%, which is encouraging.  Howev-

er, the first nine months of 2015 showed a deficit of £9945.  It is 

therefore good that contributions to our Gift Day (at the time of 

going to press) amount to £6401 (including tax to be reclaimed.  

This is very encouraging and more gifts will be gratefully re-

ceived.  We are also predicting a deficit for 2016 and it is there-

fore important that our regular giving by envelopes and bankers 

orders increases. 

 

Douglas Seal  

(tel 01732 456124) 
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We could not let this Christ-

mas pass without a gesture of 

remembrance to David Will-

cocks who from the late 

1940’s onwards did so much 

to build the carol service tra-

dition through his work at 

King’s College Cambridge and 

his arrangements and compo-

sitions. His descants for the 

Christmas hymns have be-

come the standards for use 

across the world St John’ s 

choir will be using these as 

usual but we’ll also include an 

original piece by him, the 

Birthday Carol. John Rutter 

is represented by his light-

touch arrangement of In Dul-

ci Jubilo and another English 

composer we’ll be using is 

Ralph Vaughan Williams – his 

This is the truth will start our 

candle lit service on the 20th A 

totally new piece for us is Ga-

briel Jackson’s  lullaby Hush 

my Dear –  a straightforward 

sounding but very affecting 

setting. Not often do drum-

mers make it into Carol ser-

vice composer list but Jussi 

Chydenius is a very success-

ful musician working in 

Scandinavia we liked his set-

ting of Tennyson’s Voices in 

the mist when we used it 

three years ago. Berlioz’s 

Shepherds Farewell is of-

ten heard around Christmas, 

but we will be singing it in 

the original French, you can 

mark us on our accents!  

William Mathias is one of a 

small number of really suc-

cessful Welsh composers, 

the choir will be enjoying his 

dancing rhythmic setting of 

A Babe is Born hopefully a 

joyful conclusion to the ser-

vice. Of course there will be 

the traditional readings and 

plenty of opportunity for 

congregational singing of old 

favourites. 

 

John Hendry 

 

Carol Service Sunday December 20th, 4pm 
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Gardener’s Corner  

What a wonderful spell of weather we have had during this last month.  

There are still jobs to be complete.  In December the weather is often 

not at all bad.  There’s so much to plan and look forward to.  Use every 

chance to finish digging and manuring your plot before the end of the 

year. 

 Continue to rake up leaves and tidy borders. 

 Continue to harvest leeks and parsnips. 

 Heel-in mail-order plants if they can’t be planted within a few 

days. 

 If you buy a real Christmas tree with bare roots, stand it in 

water for three days before bringing inside.  This will help it to 

retain its needles and freshness for a longer period. 

 House plants are favourite Christmas presents.  Try and give 

them the conditions they like; they will give you great pleasure 

for much longer, with a little t l c.  Read the instructions label 

carefully. 

If you are buying presents for a gardener: hand fork, trowel, seca-

teurs, seed trays make excellent gifts.  Or, if you are out of ideas, 

why not give a gift voucher from your local nursery. 

With the great festival of Christmas approaching we look forward 

to celebrating and feasting and to remember next year will be the 

best ever. 

In January, with its cold, dark days, you may think outdoor work is 

over.  In fact it’s one of the most exciting months; there’s so much 

to plan and to look forward to. 

Continued overleaf 
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St John’s Branch meetings: 
 

Tuesday 12th January, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

Tuesday 9th February, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

 (held at 12 Holmesdale Road) 

All welcome! 

 
 

 If there’s a tree or shrub in the wrong place, move it or 

replace with a new one, weather permitting. 

 Continue to check stored fruit and veg for any signs of de-

cay. 

 Keep an eye on stakes and ties on fruit and ornamental 

trees. 

 Repair fences and other structures while climbing plants 

are dormant. 

 Take hard-wood cuttings of shrubs and fruit bushes. 

 Continue to rake up leaves and compost them. 

 Give your tools a good oiling. 

 Plant garlic this month.  All we need now is good weather. 

 

Margaret and I would like to wish you all a very happy and joyful 

Christmas and a very prosperous New Year. 

David Edmeads 

 

 

Continued from page 25 
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Our October Pub Lunch at Chipstead… 

 

Lent Lunch 
 

Sunday March 8th  

from 12 noon 

in the Parish Hall 

 
£5 for adults, children free  

 
in aid of the Mothers’ Union Overseas Fund. 

 

The first Pub Lunch in 2016 will be on 

 

Friday 5th February 
 

Venue to be confirmed. 

More details from Terry or Marigold in the 

New Year. 
 

[See photos of the December lunch   

inside back cover.] 

There have been four very success-

ful Pub Lunches during 2015. 

 

Many thanks to Terry and Marigold 

for the superb organization and, of 

course, prior testing of the venues! 
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 
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December Pub Lunch at the Cock Horse… 
[see more about Pub Lunches on p27] 



 

 

 Christmas 2015 
St John the Baptist Church 

The Church of England  

Sunday before Christmas December 20th 

4pm Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

f o l l o w e d  b y  m u l l e d  w i n e  a n d  m i n c e  p i e s  

Christmas Eve December 24th 

4pm Children’s Christingle Service 

11.30pm  Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day December 25th 

8am Mass & Holy Communion 

10am Family Mass with prayers 

 at the Crib 

St John’s Church, Quakers Hall 

Lane, Sevenoaks 

www.stjtb.com 01732 451 710 

 @SJohns7oaks 

Facebook/stjtb 


