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Celebrations for the 10th 

anniversary of Fr Robin’s 

ordination to the priesthood 
 

See report 
on page 9 
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Services: 
Sundays   8.00am 

10.00am      

       

  6.00pm        

Said Mass 

Sung Mass with Sunday 

School 

Benediction 

Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Saturdays 

  9.30am Mass 

Wednesdays   7.00pm Mass 

Fridays 10.00am Mass 
 

Please refer to the weekly Sunday Pew Sheet for confirmation and 

timings of weekday services. 

 

P
a
r
is

h
 C

o
n

ta
c
ts

 

Vicar Fr Robin Jones 
fr.robin@stjtb.com 

451710 

Parish 

Assistant 

Matthew Robinson 

fr.matthew@sjtb.com 

451131 

Churchwarden David Bonner 
d-bonner@sky.com 

465853 

Churchwarden Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Hon. Assistant 

Priest 

Fr Barry Compton              01883 371543 

Reader John Robinson 356588 

Pastoral 

Assistant 

Jackie Hendry 453010 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

John Hendry 453010 

Treasurer Douglas Seal 456124 

Hall Bookings Jacqueline Dungay 
jd018e0936@blueyonder.co.uk 

833415 

Head Server Anne-Marie Eames    serving@hotmail.co.uk 

Mothers’ Union Valerie Chaili 460695 

Walsingham 

Cell 

Oliver Bunting                   07769 903476 

Parish 

Administrator 

admin@saintjohnthebaptist.org.uk 451710 
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- Ipsum 

The Vicar 

writes … 

“He must increase, I must 

decrease.” 

 

As the school year comes 

toward its close July is always 

a time of reflection.  However 

many years it is since I now 

left full time education, I still 

find myself living in academic 

years.  This is in no small part 

due to the important 

relationship with our parish 

school. 

 

The last twelve months have 

been a busy and interesting 

time at St John’s.  It seems a 

lifetime ago since David 

D’Silva was with us last 

September on attachment to 

St Stephen’s House.  His 

predecessor on placement, 

Adam Wogan, is to be made 

Deacon on Sunday 5th July. 

Please keep them both in you 

prayers.   

 

The events of Christmas, and 

then Lent and Holy Week 

seem a lifetime ago.  Yet each 

provided opportunities for 

spiritual blessings in their own 

way.  Our keeping of Holy 

Week this year was very 

good.  The Messy Church 

programme, devised last 

summer, seems to have gone 

very well.  The five sessions 

so far have been very well 

attended and reached out to 

those we might not always 

see on a Sunday.  I am 

grateful to those who have 

given their talents and time 

towards this work.  We will 

finish the year with a final 
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session on the 9th of July.  If 

you know any families with 

young children why not invite 

them along? 

 

Our relationship with the 

school has also been a cause 

for blessing.  It was wonderful 

to have the choir, staff, 

parents and children join us 

at the beginning of the 

liturgical year for a ‘School 

Sunday’.  We hope to be able 

to do the same next year and 

to remember and celebrate 

the critical connection 

between Church and School. 

 

It has also been lovely to see 

a growing number of younger 

families and children in 

Church over the last twelve 

months.  Building the next 

generation for our Church is a 

critical task and one I ask you 

hold in your prayers.  

 

Other parts our parish work 

carry on.  My thanks are due 

to John Robinson, our reader, 

for the work he does at Alpine 

and Gloucester House.  Caring 

for those who are unable to 

come to Church is an 

important and critical work. 

 

It is a wonderful privilege to 

welcome Matthew as our 

Curate.  Matthew is now at 

work as a pastoral assistant in 

the parish and, God willing, 

will made Deacon in 

Rochester Cathedral on the 

26th September at 3pm.  This 

will also allow us to support 

Michael Payne, our ordinand, 

as he, God willing, is ordained 

at the same time.  Please 

pray for them.  A new deacon 

in the parish will give room 

for wonderful opportunity, but 

also responsibility.  All of you 

will play a part in forming and 

helping him develop under 

God – worth remembering!  It 

is good to welcome also 

Caroline and Felicity and we 

look forward to getting to 

know them better. 

continued on page 7 
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Find us on Twitter … #SJohns7oaks 

The year always seems to be 

crowned by the celebration 

of our patronal festival. 

Celebrating St John the 

Baptist in high summer is a 

glory.  My thanks to those 

who prepare the Church, 

organise the sumptuous 

music, arrange flowers, 

serve, prepare food or help 

in any other capacity.  The 

offertory hymn ‘Hail, 

harbinger of Morn!’ has 

become part of the rhythm 

of my year here in 

Sevenoaks! 

 

For me the year has seen 

the privilege of celebrating 

ten years of Priesthood with 

you last Friday – my thanks 

are due to those who helped 

in any way to organise it.  In 

the sermon, my father, Fr. 

T.E. Jones, pointed out that 

the feast of our patron occurs 

at near enough the longest 

day of the year.  The days 

beforehand point to John the 

Baptist.   After his birth they 

decrease.  It is as if nature 

itself was pointing to Christ. 

 

John points in his witness to 

what we as individuals and as 

a Church should do: point to 

Christ.  As we ponder the 

next  year let us ensure all we 

do points to Christ. 

 

 

Fr. Robin  

 

and on Facebook … www.facebook.com/stjtb 

continued from page 5 
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The last box is unpacked!  

Since I last wrote, exams 

have been taken (and 

passed) and solemn and 

joyful services attended to 

mark the end of term for 

those of us who have now 

left St Stephen's House 

seminary in Oxford.  

Life at the seminary can feel 

quite intense.  Living in 
community, in the college 

grounds, as everyone does 

at St Stephen's House, is 

both a blessing and a 

challenge.  Those who have 

done it sometimes describe 

it as 'living in a goldfish 

bowl' and, as you can 

imagine, that sort of 

experience makes an 

impression on those who live 

through it.  

It is all the more surprising, 

therefore, to find that having 

now been in Sevenoaks for 

only three weeks, our life in 

Oxford seems to have 

receded very quickly into the 

past.  Can it all have been so 

transient and insubstantial?  

I was thinking about this on 

our second Sunday here, as 

we joined the wonderful 

celebrations for the Patronal 

Festival of St John the 

Baptist.  It was a great joy 

for us to be able to join you 

for this celebration and to be 

reminded of the example of 

St John.  As we know, his life 

and ministry were 
characterised by constant 

journeying as he baptised 

and taught of the coming of 

the Saviour.  For those who 

heard him, and believed, I 

imagine that this must have 

seemed like a very intense 

time.  However, I wonder 

whether the birth of Christ, 

and the emergence of His 

From the curate … 
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ministry on earth felt for 

those followers of John like 

the swift eclipse of their time 

with the Baptist.  In time, 

they would see that this was 

all part of God's plan.  John 

had prepared the way for 

Jesus and his work did not 
simply recede into history, 

but changed those who were 

then ready to follow Christ.  

One of the tasks of ministry 

is to pray the Daily Office, 

and at Morning Prayer this 

includes repeating of the 

words of Zachariah, John the 

Baptist's father; "You shall 

go ahead of the Lord to 

prepare his ways before 

him".  Praying those words, 

as I have done every 

morning since starting my 

time at St Stephen's House, I 

see the link between my new 

life here in Sevenoaks and 

my time in Oxford.  Not only 

is the prayer I say here in 

Sevenoaks the same one I 

said in Oxford, but it reminds 

me of the vocation which 

unites my time at St 

Stephen's House and at St 

John's.  Our circumstances 

might change but God is 

ever present, unchanging 

and constantly at work in 

our lives.  

So as I look forward to 

taking up my duties as 

pastoral assistant in the 

parish from the 1st July, it 

feels very much as if this is 

a time of great change but 

also continuity.  

Thank you for keeping 

myself, Caroline and Felicity 

in your prayers and for such 

a warm welcome to the 

parish.  We feel blessed to 

have been called to St 

John's.  

Matthew Robinson  
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A Special Day for Father Robin 
 

The 26th June was the 

tenth anniversary of Father 

Robin’s ordination to the 

priesthood.  The occasion 

was marked by a Sung 

Mass celebrated by Father 

Robin, assisted by priests 

who had trained him or who 

had trained with him.  

Father Robin’s father, 

Father Trevor Jones, 

preached on the challenges 

and rewards of priesthood, 

above all the ability to find 

God in the everyday 

routines of parish life.  He 

told us that a parish with a 

ten year priest is fortunate, 

since at that point a priest 

has put behind him any 

early stumbles but 

tiredness has not yet set in.  

He spoke with fatherly pride 

about picking up his newly 

born son and telling him 

that he would be a priest 

and the blessing that Father 

Robin’s Ministry had been 

when this early hope was 
realised. 
 

As parishioners we 

congratulate Father Robin 

on this special anniversary 

and hope that many more 

years will pass before 

tiredness sets in.  As 

celebrations continued in 

the Parish Room after the 

Mass, Father Robin was 

presented with a card, 

designed by Carol 

Cheeseman to show all the 

academic institutions and 

churches with which he has 

been associated, and signed 

by many of us. 

 

David Bonner 
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Patronal Festival 2015 
 

There was a Mass on the 

afternoon of 28th June in 

thanksgiving for our patron, 

St John the Baptist.  The 

church looked at its best, lit 

by summer sunshine and 

adorned with flowers and 

candles in honour of the 

occasion.   As we sang “Let 

thine example, holy John, 

remind us”, a long 

procession of servers and 

visiting clergy, led by the 

banner of St John, made its 

way through the church.  A 

good congregation, made up 

of familiar faces and visitors, 

young and old, raised their 

voices in joyful praise of our 

patron.  Mass was 

celebrated by Father Robin 

with great solemnity.  An 

augmented choir and 

orchestra filled the church 

with the rich and subtle 

melodies of John Hendry’s 

Missa da Camera.  

 

The Revd Dr Michael Brydon 

SSC, an old friend of Father 

Robin’s from Durham 

University and now Rector of 

Crowhurst and Catsfield, 

preached on the faithfulness 

of Elizabeth and Zachariah, 

John’s parents.  Two points 
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Thursday 9th 

July 

in particular struck me: that 

no-one is too old to be called 

by God to do amazing things 

(relevant to many of us at St 

John’s); and that faith is not 

a matter of certainty, but of 

hanging on in there, as 

Zachariah and Elizabeth did, 

for God can do nothing unless 

we have faith in him.  

 

After Mass we continued our 

celebration with conversation, 

food and drink in the Parish 

Room, until some of us 

returned to the church for 

Benediction.  It was a joyful 

day and Father Robin 

thanked all those who had 

contributed to it: Father 

Brydon and the other 

visiting clergy, the 

musicians and singers who 

had added so much to the 

occasion, the servers, 

those who had cleaned the 

church and decorated it 

and those who had 

prepared and served food 

and drink.  We are 

fortunate to have so much 

talent and dedication 

within our church.  I hope 

that St John looked down 

upon our efforts and 

approved.  
 

David Bonner 
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As well as enjoying exceptional 

learning outside the classroom 

with our trips to Barcelona and 

the Brecon Beacons the 

children have been enjoying 

great triumph in sporting 

events. 

 

Huge congratulations to the 10 

year 2 pupils trained and led by 

Mrs Silvester, who were placed 

3rd in the Kent Infant agility 

finals. They had qualified as 

winners for our local area 

earlier this year and then 

competed against 9 other 

winning schools from all over 

Kent.  This is a great result. 

The team were also placed 1st in 

the teamwork awards – an 

outstanding accolade! 

 

This week the gym team, who 

were regional finalists, compete 

against other Kent area 

finalists. They have invested 

time in practising and are well 

St John’s School 

prepared.  We wish them all the 

best as they represent St 

John’s. 

 

Then there have been successes 

in science and maths activities… 

At the Maths Challenge at 

Walthamstow Hall last week the 

Year 4 team: Grace Anderson, 

Anya Huppach, Alfie Chart and  

Ilyas McKenna were placed 3rd 

out of 9 schools.  The Year 5 

team: Archie Moore, Thomas 

Milton, Johurah Zaman and 

Katie Kearton were placed 5th 

out of 14 schools. 

 

Following a thrilling morning 

where all of Year 5 and 6 

competed in a K’nex 

construction weight bearing 

tower challenge, Eleanor 

Hewitt-Coleman, Amy Starr and 

Ryan Braaf qualified to 

represent St John’s at the inter 
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school event. They proved 

themselves to be a great team 

again and were placed 3rd. 

 

Now, in the last few weeks of 

the year things are far from 

calming down!  Everyone is 

preparing hard, learning songs, 

dances, lines and routines to 

entertain our families in our 

productions of The Battle of 

the Ocean Deep (KS1) and 

Hamelin (KS2).  For those of 

you who fancy fantastic 

entertainment close to home at 

Wally Hall’s Ship Theatre, a 

limited number of tickets for 

the 15th and 16th July are 

available through the school 

office.  

 

We end our school year with our 

leavers’ service at St John’s 

church on Friday 24th July at 

9.15am.  We warmly invite you 

to join us for this special 

service where we celebrate the 

achievements of our lovely Year 

6 and bid them farewell as they 

embark on the next phase of 

their education. 

 

It has been another very 

successful and really enjoyable 

year at St John’s. Every 

member of staff has given their 

all to the children’s education. 

The learning, the enrichment 

and the care given to St John’s 

children is, I believe, quite 

exceptional. Superbly supported  

by our great families, friends, 

PTA and governors,  we continue 

to dream and aim so high for 

our children.  

 

Sally Quirk 
 

 

 

Wed. 15th & Thurs. 16th July: 

Performances of The Battle of 
the Ocean Deep (KS1) and Hamelin 
(KS2) at The Ship Theatre 

 

 

Friday 24th July at 9.15am 

Leavers’ service at St John’s 

Church   
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Year 6 Leavers at St John’s 

School Sports Day 
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Thank you very much to all 

who give to the church and 

particularly those who have 

increased their giving 

recently. 

 

Unfortunately we have a 

shortfall of £200 per week. 

We need more giving to plug 

the gap and would you 

please consider an increase 

to existing giving or start 

giving.  

 

We are planning another Gift 

Day and further details will 

follow in due course.    

                      

If you are a tax payer would 

you please ensure that all 

your giving is under gift aid 

as this increases your gift to 

the church by 25% at no 

cost to yourself. Gift aid 

envelopes and other 

information are on the table 

at the back of the church. 

MONEY MATTERS 

The total raised from the 

Additional Curates Society 

lent boxes was £458. 

 

The retiring collection for 

Christian Aid realised £250 

and the two St John’s street 

collectors raised £166. 

 

The retiring collection for the 

Diocese of St Helena 

realised £251. 

 

Thank you to all who 

contributed to the above. 

 

Any questions please contact 

me.     

                  

Douglas Seal (Tel 456124) 
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As has become our custom, we celebrated our Patronal Festival this 

year with a special sung Mass.   In 1901 the celebration was 

particularly special, as recorded in the local paper.  

 

Sevenoaks Chronicle June 28th. 1901 
 

THE NEW CHANCEL AT ST. JOHN’S SEVENOAKS. 
 

EARL STANHOPE LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE 

 

There was a large gathering of 

the clergymen of the district 

and members and friends of the 

congregation of St. John’s 

Church, Sevenoaks, in the 

churchyard of that attractive 

little building on Monday 

afternoon. The occasion was 

the laying of the foundation 

stone of the new chancel by 

Earl Stanhope, the Lord 

Lieutenant of the County.  

 

  The new building is somewhat 

advanced in the course of 

erection, and for this 

interesting occasion, Messrs. 

Seale, of the St. John’s 

Nurseries, had lavishly and 

artistically decorated the 

scaffold with greenery and 

bunting. The stone was placed in 

the centre of the wall at the 

east end, and at the 

commencement of the 

ceremony was suspended above 

the masonry. There was a 

hollow space ready to receive a 

bottle containing copies of local 

papers and current coins, while 

the outer surface bore the 

following inscription:- 

 

To the Glory of God 

This stone was laid by the 

Right Honourable Earl 

Stanhope, 

Lord Lieutenant of Kent, 

St. John Baptist’s Day, 1901. 

 

Frederick Temple, Arch 

Cantaur. 

William Walsh, High Sheriff. 

J. Palliser David, M.A. Vicar. 
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   A convenient platform had 

been arranged for the 

accommodation of the clergy 

and a number of visitors.  The 

interior of the new portion of 

the building was occupied by the 

school children, while all the 

available space in the 

churchyard was taken up by the 

interested spectators, the 

bright variations of their 

costumes being a pleasant 

contrast to the grey cloudiness 

of the sky.  

  The choir and clergy 

assembled in the church and 

proceeded to the site in 

procession, the choir singing the 

hymn, “We love the place, O 

Lord.” A special form of service 

was used, and was opened by the 

Rev. H. P. Thompson, Vicar of 

St. Mary’s, while the 

consecration prayer was 

offered by the Bishop.  

  His Lordship, Earl Stanhope, 

using a trowel which had been 

presented to the Countess 

Stanhope at some former 

ceremony, and was of silver with 

an ivory handle, then prepared 

the space allotted to the stone 

by spreading it with mortar, and 

the stone was lowered into its 

resting place, his Lordship 

steadying it and saying-“In the 

faith of Jesus Christ we place 

this stone, in the name of God 

the Father, God the Son, and 

God the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

  The Bishop proceeded with 

the prayers, the lesson, which 

was from Ezra iii. 10, 11, being 

read by the Rural Dean. During 

the singing of the hymn, “In the 

name which earth and Heaven,” 

a collection was made on behalf 

of the Church Extension Fund, 

and purses containing 

contributions for the same 

object were also received. The 

benediction having been 

pronounced, the ceremony was 

at an end, the choir and clergy 

returning to the church, while 

an opportunity was afforded to 

those who wished to look at the 

stone. 

   The old chancel and vestries 

are to be pulled down and new 
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Gardener’s Corner  

Here we are halfway through the year.  I am sure many of you will be 

very busy during the next three months. 

 

First, it would be good to get some rain; everywhere seems very dry, 

although there seems to be a bumper crop of strawberries. 

 

 During the next two months regularly water runner beans, 

courgettes and marrows.  Liquid feed will help them to fill out. 

 Broad beans and peas should be ready for picking. 

 Harvest your shallots; dry thoroughly for storing.  Pinch out 

the tops of outdoor tomatoes once four flower trusses have 

formed.  Feed regularly. 

 Transplant winter cabbage to cropping positions 18” x 24” apart 

each way. 

chancel, choir and vestries to 

be built, also one bay of Nave. 

The new chancel is to be 40ft. 

long by 24ft.wide and the bay 

of nave 25ft. long by 33ft. 

wide. Leading out of the chancel 

is the choir vestry 20ft. by 

17ft. 6ins. with organ loft over. 

The new clergy vestry will be 

14ft. by 9ft. 6ins. The interior 

is principally of Bath stone 

work, and the outside is faced 

with red bricks with Bath stone 

dressings. The work is being 

carried out by Messrs. 

Wiltshire and Son, builders of 

Sevenoaks. 

 

Contributed by Marigold Seal 
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 Sow spring cabbage seed.  During the next few weeks sow final 

outdoor crop, carrots, lettuce, radish. 

 Regularly hoe to eradicate weeds.  If left unchecked, weeds 

suffocate plants, rob the soil of plant feeds and encourage the 

presence of pests and diseases. 

 

 During these next two months prune shrubs that have finished 

flowering, such as weigelas, philadelphus, to encourage young 

shoots that will bear flowers next year. 

 Camellias can suffer from bud drop before flowering in the 

spring.  The most common cause is lack of water now, when the 

buds are just beginning to form.  Make sure they don’t dry out 

for long periods.  Use rain water, no lime. 

 Give your roses a feed.   

 Cuttings from garden pinks can be taken now. 

 Keep up the dead-heading, especially for plants growing in 

containers.  

 Lavender should be pruned using shears after flowering. 

 Crown Imperial bulbs can be planted now (August) for 

impressive flowers in April. 

 

There are lots of jobs coming for September: applying grease bands to 

your apple trees, harvesting your root crops for storing, buying your 

bulbs before the best sell out.  Give your lawn an autumn feed. 

I hope you have all done well with your veg, fruit and flowers so far 

this year.  There’s lots more to come, so go off and enjoy your holiday 

and prepare yourselves for the challenge of the autumn. 

Enjoy your garden! 

 
David Edmeads 
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Contributed by David Candlin 
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A date for your diaries… 

Saturday 12th September 

Ride & Stride 
in aid of Kent Churches 

 

Please consider walking / sponsoring walkers/ manning the church… 
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St John’s Branch meetings: 

 

Tuesday 14th July, 10.15am: Prayer Group 

 (held at 12 Holmesdale Road) 

All welcome! 

 
 

 

Lent Lunch 
 

Sunday March 8th  

from 12 noon 

in the Parish Hall 

 
£5 for adults, children free  

 
in aid of the Mothers’ Union Overseas Fund. 

The next Pub Lunch will be on 
 

Friday 2nd October 

at The Bricklayers’ Arms, Chipstead 
 

The Christmas Pub Lunch will be on 

Friday 4th December 

at The Cock Horse, Hildenborough 
 

See Terry or Marigold for further details. 

This year the Wave of Prayer is taking place in the 

Rochester Diocese between 13th and 15th July.  St John's 

will be taking part after the prayer group on 14th July, so 

if you are able to join in then please do go to the prayer 

group. 

 
There will be no prayer group in August. 
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Another 

successful pub 

lunch… 

Many thanks to 

Terry & Marigold 

for organizing it. 



 

  

 

Patronal 

Festival 2015 

See report on pages  11-12 



 

 

 

 

Patronal 

Festival 2015 

See report on 

pages 11 - 12 


